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PREFACE. 



'nr^HE viewls of Christ's Atonement ex- 
pressed in the following pages have 
long been entertained by the writer, and 
been the source of much mental rest and 
joy. He has often seriously thought of 
submitting them to his Christian brethren ; 
and, warned by advancing years, he now 
no longer delays to do so. He humbly 
commends them to the candour of every 
attentive and reflecting reader. 

Coventry, 

May, 1873. 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE REVEALED CHARACTER OF GOD. 

nr^HE subject of this chapter is funda- 
mental to all that is to follow. Who 
and what GOD is has exercised the thoughts 
and inquiries of the best and wisest of men 
from the earliest times. The philosophers 
of Greece and Rome, and the sages of 
more ancient nations — as Egypt, Persia, 
India, and China — ^have entertained and 
pondered this question with deep and 
solemn interest ; but their clearest and 
profoundest answers are immeasurably 
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inferior, in sublimity of conception and 
felicity of language, to those contained 
in the writings of the Hebrew nation : — a 
fact which, considering that the Hebrews 
were a nation of husbandmen and shep- 
herds, rather than of philosophers, and 
had no class of men professedly devoted 
to the cultivation of literature and science, 
can be explained only by their own 
uniform declaration, that their prophets 
and bards spake and wrote by Divine 
Inspiration. 

When we pass from the dimness and 
uncertainty which mark the speculations 
of the most learned nations of antiquity, on 
the subject of the Divine Being, to the 
distinct utterances contained in the writings 
of the Hebrews, we find ourselves in a 
region of light. In the latter, God's 
eternal existence^ — His almighty power 
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and unsearchable wisdom — His creation of 
all worlds by the efficacy of His word — 
His making man upright and in His own 
image, and man's subsequent fall — His 
preservation and government of all things — ^ 
His omnipresence and omniscience — His 
unshaded sanctity, the righteousness of His 
administration, and the just and benevolent 
law appointed for His creature man — His 
unbounded goodness and condescension 
— His long-suffering, and the depth and 
tenderness of His mercy, — these are set 
forth in terms which, to all who have 
acquired any just perception and feeling 
of things sacred and divine, must be- 
speak neither the suggestion of human 
sagacity, nor the inspiration of human 
genius, but the direct teaching of the Holy 
Spirit. 
Witness the following brief verifications: 
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— "Before the mountains were brought 
forth, or ever Thou hadst formed the earth 
,and the world, even from everlasting to 
everlasting, Thou art God.**^ — "Great is 
our Lord, and of great power ; His under- 
standing is infinite."^ — "Blessed be the 
name of God for ever and ever: for wisdom 
and might are His."* — " By the word of 

« 

the Lord were the heavens made ; and all 
the host of them by the breath of His 
mouth." "God said. Let there be light, 
and there was light."* — " Lo, this have I 
found, that God made man upright ; but 
they have sought out many inventions."* — 
" Thou, even Thou, art Lord alone ; Thou 
hast made heaven, and the heaven of 
heavens, with all their host, the earth, and 



' Ps. xc. 2. ' Dan. ii 20. 

• Ps. cxlvii. 5. • Ps. xxxiii. 6 ; Gen. i. 3. 

* Eccl. vii 29. 
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all things that are therein ; and Thou pre- 
servest them all." " He doeth according 
to His will in the army of heaven, and 
among the inhabitants of the earth." ^ — " O 
Lord, Thou hast searched me, and known 
me. Thou understandest my thought afar 
off. Thou compassest my path and my 
lying down, and art acquainted with all my 
ways. Such knowledge is too wonderful 
for me ; it is high ; I cannot attain unto it. 
Whither shall I go from Thy Spirit.^ of 
whither shall I flee from Thy presence?"^ — 
" Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts." 
" The Lord reigneth ; let the earth rejoice. 
Righteousness and judgment are the habi- 
tation of His throne." "He hath shown thee, 
O man, what is good ; and what doth the 
Lord require of thee, btit to do justly, and 
to love mercy, and to walk humbly with 

' Neh. ix. 6 ; Dan. iv. 35. * Ps. cxxxix. i — 7. 



8 Thoughts on the Essence of 

thy God ? " " Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thine heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy might" " And 
thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself."^— ^ 
" The Lord is good to all, and His tender 
mercies are over all His works." "Thou 
art good, and doest good."^ — "Thus saith 
the high and lofty One, that inhabiteth 
eternity, ^yhose name is Holy : I dwell in 
, the high and holy place ; with him also 
that is of a contrite and humble spirit/' 
" The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and 
gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in 
goodness and truth." " As I live, saith the 
Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death 
of the wicked ; but that the wicked turn 
from his way and live : turn ye, turn ye 

* Is. vi. 3 ; Ps. xcvii. I, 2 ; Mic. vi. 8 ; Deut. vL 5 ; 
Lev. xix. 1 8. 
' Ps. cxlv. 9 ; cxix. 68. 
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from your evil ways ; for why will ye die ?" 
" For as the heaven is high above the 
earth, so great is His mercy toward them 
that fear Him. As far as the east is from 
the west, so far hath He removed our trans- 
gressions from us. Like as a father pitieth 
his children, so the Lord pitieth them that 
fear Him."^ 

Compared with these representations, 
how vague and obscure are the best con- 
ceptions of God and His providence ever 
formed by what is usually deemed the 
unaided mind of man ! Such was the 
Being known and wprshipped by the pro- 
phets and saints of Israel. Awful majesty, 
unbending rectitude, overflowing goodness, 
infinite mercy, and inviolable truth and 
faithfulness, were His glorious and incom- 

^ Is. ItIL 15; Ex. xxxiv. 6; Ezek. xxxiii. ii; Ps. ciii. 
11-13. 
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parable characteristics. In His hands they 
felt that all their interests were safe. He 
who during His eternal existence had never 
had one ungodlike thought, and who had 
^ never done the slightest wrong to a single 
individual among the numberless myriads 
of creatures to whom He had successively 
given life and consciousness, but who was 
ever* eager to restore and bless the most 
erring and guilty, when penitent, was an 
Object of unlimited trust and love. Well 
might it be said to the four orders com- 
posing their favoured nation, — '"Bless the 
Lord, O house of Israel : bless the Lord, 
O house of Aaron : bless the Lord, O 
house of Levi : ye that fear the Lord, bless 
the Lord." "Happy art thou, O Israel : 
who is like uitto thee, O people saved by 
the Lord, the shield of thy help, and the 
sword of thine excellency?" " The eternal 
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God IS thy refuge, and underneath are the 
everlasting arms."^ 

But when we turn from the Old to the 
New Testament, we see the character of 
God disclosed, especially in its moral attri- 
butes, with the utmost grandeur and at- 
tractiveness. We there behold the light 
of the knowledge of His glory shining in 
the face of Jesus Christ^ All that is awful 
in the Father is exhibited to us as softened 
in the mild and gracious aspect of the 
Son ; or, rather, the grace and benignity 
of the Son are the true and proper ex- 
pression of what He would have us con- 
ceive Him to be. In His teaching, spirit, 
and life, the Son is the radiance of the 
Father's glory, the express image of His 
personality.' Each is fully known to the 

' Ps. cxxxv. 19, 20; Deut. xxxiii. 29, 27. 
« 2 Cor. iv. 6. » Heb. I 3. 
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other alone. They have depths of dignity 
and excellence which none but themselves 
can scan. " No. man knoweth the Son 
but the Father ; neither knoweth any man 
the Father, save the Son, and he to whom- 
soever the Son will reveal Him."^ And 
the Son does reveal Him to every suscep- 
tible mind and heart. Hence He declares 
that " God is light, and in Him is no dark- 
ness at all," and that " God so loved the 
world, that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever belie veth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life."^ And most significantly did He say 
to His disciples, " He that hath seen Me 
hath seen the Father,"^ — meaning that the 
light which beamed from His instructions, 
the miracles of mercy which He had per- 

' Matt. xL 27. ' I John i. 5 ; John iii. 16. 

' John xiv. 9. 
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formed, and the matchless love and tender- 
ness which He had shown to all classes of 
men, were the true and designed index of 
all the benignant thoughts and yearnings 
which actuated, the bosom of the Father 
toward the human race. And as the 
enlightening and transforming influences 
streaming from this threefold source gradu- 
ally penetrated the souls of His disciples, 
and more especially when, according to 
His promise, He had vouchsafed to them 
a fuller illumination by sending to them 
"the Spirit of truth," who should guide 
them " into all truth," ^ they were qualified 
to be His appointed teachers to their 
fellow-men, and their teaching is to be 
regarded as an authoritative continuation 
and enlargement of His own. 
We pause, then, to contemplate the 

* John xvi. 7, 12, 13. 
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character of God as thus revealed. " No 
man hath seen God at any time ; the only 
begotten Son. who is in the bosom of the 
Father, He hath declared Him." "God, 
who in time past, spake unto the fathers 
by the prophets, hath in these last days 
spoken unto us by His Son,"^ and thereby 
actually manifested to us the illustiious 
Saviour whom the prophets foretold, and 
brought nigh the salvation which He was 
to achieve. " I am come," sa^ys this Divine 
Deliverer, "that ye might have life, and 
that ye might have it more abundantly : " — 
even that eternal life which consists in the 
knowledge of ** the true God, and of Jesus 
Christ whom He hath sent;"^ life which 
shall unite and conform us to Himself, and 
bring us into the favour and likeness of 
God, and which shall continually acquire 

i John i. 18 ; Heb. i. I, 2. * John x. 10 ; xvii. 3. 
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new strength, not only till we have been 
presented faultless before the Divine glory, 
but through all the ages of our immortality. 
And in the economy by which all this is 
to be accomplished, we see the mediation 
of the Son, and the mission and quickening 
power of the' Holy Spirit, and the gracious 
purpose of Him ^* who worketh all things 
after the counsel of His own will," ^ and are 
constrained to exclaim, " God, who is rich 
in mercy, for His great love wherewith He 
loved us, even when we were dead in 
trespasses and sins, hath quickened us 
together with Christ, and hath raised us up 
together, and made us sit together in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus : that in 
the ages to come He might show the 
exceeding riches of His grace in His 
kindness toward us through Christ Jesus."* 

* Eph. i. II. ■ Eph. ii. 4-7. 
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Is not this the most benignant view of the 
Father ever beheld ? His wisdom, holiness, 
and love shine forth with surpassing bright- 
ness. The Author of a law for man's obser- 
vance, in the two grand and comprehensive 
precepts of which the Son declared all the 
injunctions ever pronounced by the Father's 
lips to have been summed up^ — a law 
breathing the perfection of Divine wisdom 
and benevolence, and necessarily the law 
of all holy and happy beings- — He saw this 
law impiously disregarded and violated, 
yet put forth the might of His grace and 
love for the restoration of the offenders. We 
wonder and adore. What blessedness can 
exceed that of being under the rule and at 
the disposal of so holy and gracious a 
Being } " Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that He loved us, and sent 

" Matt. xxii. 37-40. 
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His Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins."^ "Of Him, and through Him, 
AND TO Him are all things : to 

WHOM BE GLORY FOR EVER. AmEN."* 
1 I John iv. 10. ' Rom. xi. 36. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

THE NATURE OF MAN'S SIN. 

T T is not within my aim to discuss the 
vexed question of the origin of evil in 
a world made and superintended by a per- 
fectly holy and benevolent Being. I would 
merely observe that the capability of doing 
wrong must attach to every free moral 
agent, and that it does not seem very 
mysterious that this capability should be 
realized in actual transgression : while the 
occurrence of transgression niay lead to 
such measures on the part of the Supreme 
Ruler as shall not only vindicate His 
government, but unfold and illustrate His 
most precious attributes in a manner and 
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to a ^degree which shall procure Him un- 
speakable glory. Nor is it essential to my 
subject that I should expound the de- 
rivation of the sin of all mankind from 
Adam. I believe that such derivation of 
It is the doctrine of both the Old and the 
New Testament, and that no other expla- 
nation of the wide-spread sinfulness and 
degeneracy of our race can so well eluci- 
date all that belongs to their mournful 
case. But it will be enough for me to take 
up the palpable and undeniable fact of 
their sin, and to make such observations 
as may indicate its nature. "Sin is the 
transgression of the law,"^ and chiefly of 
that law of universal love, already referred 
to, which is the comprehensive summary of 
all that God ever commanded. 

I. It may take the form of unhallowed 

» 

, 1 I John iii. 4. 
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curiosity. When restrictions are imposed, 
there is a natural tendency in the human 
mind to inquire into their grounds, and per- 
haps to question their propriety. And 
when those restrictions are represented as 
having painful consequences annexed to 
the neglect of them, the temptation arises 
to test them, and to try the perilous ex- 
periment of verifying or eluding them. 
It is not unreasonable to suppose that some 
such feeling was present to the minds of 
our first parents in reference to the for- 
bidden fruit. They lived in a delightful 
paradise ; they were surrounded with mani- 
fold tokens of the kindness and bounty of 
their Maker, of which they had the freest 
Tiise ; the fruit of the one tree of which they 
were forbidden to partake seemed as fair 
and inviting as that of any other : — could 
it be, therefore, that the effect of partakinp 



n 
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would be so fatal ? Thus curiosity was 
excited, under the bewildering influence of 
which to partake might appear to them 
less an act of disobedience than the gratifi- 
cation of a laudable desire to know the 
truth of things. And in a similar way, 
doubtless, multitudes of their descendants 
have been betrayed into transgression. 
With their proclivity to evil, they ha>?e 
found it difficult to understand or believe 
that certain prohibited acts, or courses of 
conduct, which had so much to attract and 
allure them, would really issue in disas- 
trous results ; and thus they have been 
emboldened to risk the trial of proving or 
disproving the threatened issue. But, 

2. In all this there is disregard of tfie 
highest authority. The Divine prohibition, 
whether reasons be assigned for it or not, . 
is to be reckoned absolute. When God 
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enjoins or forbids, it is to be assumed that 
He does so on the surest and worthiest 
grounds. And, in Holy Scripture, He has 
spoken with such clearness and evidence as 
to what in human motives and conduct is 
pleasing or displeasing to Him, that no one 
acquainted with that Inspired rule can be 
mistaken as to what he should be and do. 
He is, therefore, to be implicitly obeyed. 
To argue with Him even in thought, to ask 
or search for the reasons of His require- 
ments, to hesitate in our compliance till 
we had considered them, would be an 
affront to His supremacy. He is the 
sovereign Lord of all His creatures, rational 
as well as irrational, and their obedience 
should be prompt and instantaneous. 
Such is the obedience of His elect angels, 
" who do His commandments, hearkening 
to the voice of His word."^ 

^ Ps. ciii. 20. 
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3. It is distrust of the Divine wisdom and 
goodness. That wisdom and goodness, we 
have seen, are perfect. God hides nothing 
from man which it is profitable for him to 
know, withholds from hitn nothing which 
it would be good for him to enjoy. Con- 
cealment and denial, whether only tem- 
porary or permanent, are alike intended 
to minister to his well-being. When, 
therefore, he ventures on transgression, 
flattering himself that he shall gain some 
advantage thereby, he is guilty of distrust- 
ing the wisdom and goodness of his Maker. 
How certain it is that God infallibly knows 
what is most for his benefit, and is bountiful 
enough to secure it for him ! Nothing is 
surer than that the path of obedience is the 
path of safety, honour, and blessedness. 
^' Say ye to the righteous that it shall be 
well with him : for they shall eat the fruit 
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of their doings. Woe unto the wicked ! 
it shall be ill with him : for the reward of 
his hands shall be given him."^ "Oh, how 
great is Thy goodness, which Thou hast 
laid up for them that fear Thee; which 
Thou hast wrought for them that trust in 
Thee before the sons of men!"^ Hence, 
whosoever is enticed into the path of 
disobedience, by any inducement what- 
ever, is chargeable with suspicion of the 
Divine wisdom and goodness, and with 
preferring to walk in the light of his own 
delusive judgment and passions. 

4. It is a vain and impious imagining 
that a better moral administration may be 
framed than that of God, Why all the 
warfare which the sin of man has been 
incessantly practising against the laws and 
institutions of his Maker ? Does it not 

1 Is. iii. 10, II. ' Ps. xxxi. 19. 
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evince a deep-rooted dislike of them, and 
the blasphemous idea that he might have 
been placed under a better constitution ? 
He finds a path prescribed to him which 
requires of him constant self-denial, ab- 
stinence from indulgences to which he 
ever inclines, the suppression of thoughts 
and imaginations in which he fondly de- 
lights, the mortification of passions which 
hurry him on in the opposite direction. 
He incurs that terrible accusation, " The 
carnal mind is enmity against, God : for it 
is not subject to the law of God, neither 
indeed can be."^ He regards that Jaw as a 
restraint on his own freedom and happi- 
ness. He thinks that it would have been 
better for him to have been left to follow 
the dictates of his own mind and heart, 
without the consciousness of being con- 

^ Horn. viii. 7. 
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tinually watched and inspected, and the 
dread of being called to account. The 
Divine law he thinks harsh and severe, and 
wanting in consideration for human infir- 
mity and its inbred tendencies. Obedience 
to it he esteems bondage, and he claims to 
be under an easier and more indulgent 
control. Hence, 

5. It is an assumption of independence, 
Man thus becomes a law to himself. His 
own judgment, will, and choice, and not the 
counsels of God, take the direction of his 
conduct and life, and determine what they 
shall be. The principles by which he is 
governed, the affections which he indulges, 
the objects on which he fixes them, and 
the complexion which they give to his 
character and destiny, all savour of self- 
assertion and self-will. And it is an awful 
position which he has chosen. With so 
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much light from Heaven to guide his steps 
into the way of peace, to mould his cha- 
racter to a celestial model, and to conduct 
him to a blessed immortality, he shuts the 
eyes of his soul to it, and walks "in the 
light of his fire, and in the sparks which he 
has kindled," — deaf to the solemn warning, 
" This shall ye have of Mine hand ; ye 
shall lie down in sorrow."^ And this his 
infatuation he calls liberty. Sad perversion 
of terms ! He is of those "that call evil 
good, and good evil ; that put darkness 
for light, and light for darkness ; that put 
bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter,"^ — 
"wise in their own eyes, and prudent in 
their own sight" ^ He is the associate of 
those who " say unto God, Depart from us ; 
for we desire not the knowledge of Thy 
ways."* 

^ Is. 1. II. « Is. V. 20. • Is. V. 21. * Job. xxi. 14. 
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6. It is thus voluntary estrangement from 
the Source of all good. Of what a fearful 
reflection on God, of what suicidal infliction 
on himself, is that creature guilty who 
ventures on this resolve ! " With Thee is 
the fountain of life."^ "In Thy presence 
is fulness of joy ; at Thy right hand there 
are pleasures for evermore."^ But sin 
turns away from all this, and beguiles its 
victim into ways which lead down to 
"death." He is willing that God should 
protect his life and faculties from day to 
day, that He should make' all nature 
beautiful for him, and send him plenteous 
harvests and delicious fruits, and load the 
breath of morn with sweet odours, and 
prosper all his affairs: — but he has no 
heart for making God his portion, for 
feasting on His favour, and consecrating 

Ps. xxxvi. 9. * Ps. xvi. II. 
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himself to His service. He thinks that he 
can do well enough without these, and 
that, if he may but have God's world to 
rove in and enjoy, he can dispense with 
God Himself. He has "forsaken the 
Fountain of living waters," and finds in the 
end that he has "hewed to himself cisterns, 
broken cisterns, which can hold no water." 
" Be astonished, O ye heavens, at this, and 
be horribly afraid, be ye very desolate, 
saith the Lord.'*^ Such is "the deceitful- 
ndss of sin."^ 

7. It is, therefore, a malignant aspersion 
of GocCs character and moral government. 
That the all-wise and holy Ruler, "the 
blessed and only Potentate,"^, should have 
been so misconceived, dishonoured, and 
reviled, as the foregoing remarks have too 
truthfully represented, is the greatest wrong 

1 Jer. ii. 12, 13. * Heb. iii. 13. • i Tim. vi. 15. 
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which earth ever witnessed. Is not His 
character the sum and perfection of all noble 
and godlike attributes ? Did ever man or 
angel conceive the faintest idea of aught 
more Divine, or more worthy to be revered, 
loved, and confided in? And is not His 
government conducted on principles of 
unimpeachable rectitude, goodness, and 
mercy? "To them who by patient continu- 
ance in well-doing seek for glory, honour, 
and immortality," He grants "eternal 
life." " But to them who are contentious, 
and do not obey the truth, but obey 
unrighteousness," He awards "tribulation 
and anguish ":^^ — save when any of them 
relent and abandon their evil ways ; and 
then He shows how ready He is to forgive 
and bless. " Just and true are Thy ways, 
Thou King of saints."^ "Thou art justi- 

1 Rom. ii. 7-9. ' Rev. xv. 3. 

3 
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fied when Thou speakest, and clear when 
Thou judgest."^ Who, that has not har- 
dened himself to the last degree of human 
perverseness, would cast the slightest im- 
putation on the principles and acts of such 
a Ruler? Or who could tell "the riches of 
His goodness and forbearance "^ in not 
speedily avenging it ? 

8. It is the author of all the evils which 
have distracted and desolated our world. 
The expulsion from paradise — the enmity 
and fratricide which cast so dark a shadow 
over the first human family — the impieties 
which involved all the families, save one, of 
the earliest generations in the waters of the 
deluge — ^the speedy outbreak of degeneracy 
and wickedness in the descendants of those 
who survived that catastrophe — the tyranny 
of monarchs and the rebelliousness of sub- 

> Ps. li. 4. s Rom. ii. 4. 
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jects — ambition and thirst of empire on the 
one hand, and sullen and crouching servi- 
tude on thfe other — the rivalries of tribes 
and nations, and the horrid carnage of the 
battle-field — the selfishness and fraud, the 
falsehood, craft, and treachery, practised 
between man and man — the vain attempt 
to build up the sacred edifice of liberty on 
hollow and deceitful foundations — the dis- 
cords and jealousies, the bereavements and 
sorrows, of private life, and the contentions 
and bad counsels which have wrought such 
confusion and disaster ih public life — all 
these bear witness to the deadly con- 
sequences of sin. " Know, therefore, and 
see," says God to every transgressor, " that 
it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou hast 
forsaken the Lord thy God, and that my 
fear is not in thee."^ It is not that He has 

' Jer. iL 19. 
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arbitrarily resolved that such complicated 
misery shall track the steps of the trans- 
gressor, but that it is of the very nature of 
sin to breed it, and that nothing can pos- 
sibly change or arrest its fatal tendency. 
Oh, had that law which enjoins on men 
perfect love to God, and mutual love to 
one another, been remembered and che- 
rished, this sad proof that " the wages of 
sin is death," ^ would never have occurred. 

Such, then, being the nature of sin, how 
just are God's condemnation and abhor- 
rence of it, how fearful is man's alienation 
from the sentiments due to God from 
every rational creature, how deep his guilt 
and self-inflicted wretchedness, and what 
grief and remorse should reflection excite 
in his bosom ! 

* Rom. vi. 23. 
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CHAPTER III. 

the' moral difficulty of receiving 
man to pardon and favour, and 
god's manner of dealing with it. 

/^"^ OD'S view of the nature of Man's 
sin — ^that is, of Man collectively — 
may be presumed to be that which has 
been unfolded in the preceding chapter ; 
save that He who is perfectly holy, and 
has so deep and far-reaching an insight 
into the essence and relations of things, 
must see it with a vividness and feel it 
with an intensity inconceivable to the 
clearest and most sensitive human ap- 
prehension. The sin which presumes to 
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question or doubt the propriety of His 
injunctions and prohibitions, and would 
curiously inquire into and scan the reasons 
of them — ^which does not promptly submit 
to His authority, whether He explains His 
ordinances or not — which practically says 
that His wisdom and goodness are not to 
be confided in, and prefers to walk by 
another rule — which vainly and impiously 
imagines that there may be a better moral 
administration than His, and chafes under 
His control, and would escape from it — 
which ventures to claim independence of 
it, and to be a law to itself — which volun- 
tarily and wilfully turns away from Him, 
virtually denying Him to be the Source 
of all good, and choosing to have another 
portion — which, therefore, maligns His 
character and moral government, and 
would, if possible, snatch the sceptre out 



Christ^ s Atonement. 41 

of His hand and depose Him from His 
throne, and has opened the door to all 
the evils which have so wofully embittered 
human society, and made the world a 
scene of anarchy and misery — must be 
•regarded with abhorrence profound and 
intense in proportion to His necessary 
consciousness of His own perfection and 
of man's obligations. But such abhorrence 
of the offence is quite consistent with the 
utmost commiseration for the offenders. 
And M^e have ample evidence of such 
commiseration in the history of the dis- 
pensations of His bounty and grace 
towards the human race. 

And yet — to speak according to the 
conceptions and language of men — the 
impulses and efforts of that commiseration 
must have been checked, or brought to a 
solemn pau§e, by a consideration of the 



42 Thoughts on the Essena of 

danger that might arise from a too easy 
restoration of the offenders. The wrong 
which God had suffered from the blasphe- 
mous reflections on His character, law, and 
government, implied in man's disobedience 
and revolt, must be duly felt, acknow- 
ledged, and effaced, prior to the extension 
of pardon and favour. Without such pre- 
caution, mercy might be interpreted as an 
admission of serious imperfection in those 
three essential points of implied accusation, 
— that there was some excuse for rebellion, 
and that thenceforth the offenders might 
expect to be placed under a mitigated and 
easier rule : — a conclusion injurious to 
themselves, most dishonouring to God, and 
such as, if allowed, might tend to loosen the 
bonds of obedience throughout the moral 
universe. To ward off so adverse a result, 
God was pleased to institute the mediation 
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of His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. This — 
the scheme of Divine wisdom, holiness, 
and grace — would effectually guard God's 
honour, safely restore the rebellious, and 
confirm the interests of righteousness among 
all orders of accountable beings. 

This provision for the expiation of human 
sin had been made from the beginning. 
In the same breath in which God arraigned 
and condemned the transgressors in para- 
dise, He graciously told them of One who 
should circumvent and defeat the malice of 
their tempter, and open the door of hope 
and deliverance to them and their descend- 
ants — that the seed of the woman should 
bruise the head of the serpent, yet suffer 
hurt in the conflict.-^ Hence Christ is 
spoken of in Holy Writ as " a Lamb with- 
out blemish aqd without spot, verily fore- 

V 

^ Gen. iii. 15. 
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ordained before the foundation of the 
world ";^ nay, as "the Lamb slain from 
the foundation of the world ":^ — ^because, 
in the purpose of God, to whom past and 
present are the same. He was already set 
apart to the work of human redemption/ 
This was the ground of the merciful in- 
timation given to our first parents ; and^ 
to sustain the memory of it, and the hope 
excited by it, typical sacrifices were at 
once originated. We know that they were 
immediately practised, and continued to be 
so throughout the patriarchal dispensation; 
and they were prolonged, and abundantly 
and significantly enlarged, by the institu- 
tions of Moses. Nor can we reasonably 
doubt that their earliest observance was 
by Divine appointment, although we have 
no formal account of it. Such appoint- 

* I Pet. i. 19, 20. * Rev. xiii. 8. 
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ment is especially claimed for the sacrificial , 
institutions of Moses ; and as it is unlikely 
that the slaying of innocent animals in the 
Divine worship would be the spontaneous 
dictate of the worshippers, it is reasonable 
to conclude that the offering of them was 
in obedience to Divine injunction. Nor 
can we in any other way satisfactorily 
account for the practice of sacrifice, in 
one form or another, among almost all 
nations, however widely separated. It 
would appear to be the relic of a primaeval 
revelation. 

And the expiatory mediation of Christ, 
thus early conceived and foretold, and typi- 
fied by these animal sacrifices, was the 
ground of all the forbearance and mercy 
exercised towards sinners from the first 
occurrence of transgression. The words of 
comfort mingled with the just condem- 
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nation of the earliest human pair — the 
long-suffering shown to the disobedient 
generations of the antediluvian world — the 
gracious covenant made with Noah and his 
family — the calling of Abraham as the hu- 
man progenitor of the promised Deliverer, 
when the world was rapidly falling into all 
the abominations of idolatry — the rescue of 
his chosen posterity from their bondage in 
Egypt, and the patience and frequent for- 
giveness extended to them during the rest 
of their chequered history down to the 
actual coming of the promised One — were 
all founded on that plan of mercy of which 
"the Lamb slain from the foundation of 
the world " was the vital centre. And so 
numerous were the prescriptions of sacrifice 
in the Mosaic code, that it became an 
established maxim among the Hebrew 
nation that "without shedding of blood 
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there was no remission "^ in any case of 
transgression whatever : — with so much 
care was it impressed on the minds of 
that people that expiation and pardon 
must ever go together. 

The method of the Divine Mediator's 
work involved His real assumption of the 
human nature, His exemption in that 
nature from the slightest spot or shade of 
human sin, His perfect fulfilment of the 
law which men had violated. His faithful 
deliverance of all the truths respecting the 
character and purposes of His Heavenly- 
Father with which He had been entrusted, 
His unwearied performance of all the 
beneficent acts by which He could befriend 
His brethren of the human race, and His 
finally laying down His life for them. All 
this was to constitute the infinitely merit- 

^ Heb. ix. 22. 
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orioiis consideration in virtue of which 
Divine grace and mercy might to any 
extent flow to the contrite and submissive 
children of men. But chiefly do the in- 
spired representations of it set forth its 
efficacy as culminating in His voluntary 
death. There was no act of His human 
life which did not contribute something to 
its worth and force, or which could have 
been spared from it. But that without 
which all else would have been incomplete 
and ineffectual was the generous sheddmg 
of His blood. Hence the oft-repeated and 
manifold emphasis placed on this one con- 
cluding act. Let these quotations for the 
present suffice : — " In Him have we re- 
demption through His blood, the forgive- 
ness of sins." ^ "The blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanseth us from all sin." ^ " Thou art 

* Col; i. 14 ; Eph. i. 7. " i John i. 7. 
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worthy to take the book, and to open the 
seals thereof: for Thou wast slain, and 
hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood, 
out of every kindred, and tongue, and 
people, and nation." ^ 

And all this in the fulness of time He 
accomplished. Never was there a human 
heart so pure as His. Never was there a 
life so blameless as His, Never did doc- 
trine so simple and captivating to the mul- 
titude, yet so profound and sublime, fall 
from even inspired lips, as His. Never was 
there a death so stamped with generous 
self-sacrifice as His. And he appeared at 
an epoch of the world's history when the 
efiorts of the wisest and best for the amelio- 
ration of the sinfulness and misery of man- 
kind had been tried in vain. Occasionally 
there had arisen men of wisdom and of 

* Rev. V. 9. 
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moral insight and feeling far above their 
contemporaries, men who had caught 
some glimpses of Divine truth, and were 
dissatisfied with all the forms of worship 
and principles of conduct practised in their 
day, and who would gladly have lifted the 
multitude from the superstitions and vices 
in which they were sunk. Nor are we for- 
bidden to think that such men were alto- 
gether unvisited by light from heaven, and 
raised up to do some good service in their 
day and generation. But they were power- 
less for the reformation and purifying of the 
multitude. Not so the San of God veiled 
in humanity. During the short period of 
His public ministry of about three years, 
there were not a few, beside His special 
disciples, whom He quickened into the life 
of piety and righteousness ; and, both 
before and after His death and resurrection, 
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He deposited with those of His followers 
who were to preach His truth and salvation 
to the whole world, such seeds of know- 
ledge and holy influence as would sanctify 
themselves, and regenerate and transfornx' 
countless millions of others. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

CHRIST'S LIVING AND DYING TESTIMONY 
FOR GOD THE ESSENCE OF HIS ATONE- 
MENT FOR man's sin. 

'^ I ^HIS is the question which now de- 
mands to be considered. I believe 
that the essence of Christ's Atonement 
consists in His effectual testimony to the 
faultless wisdom, rectitude, and goodness 
of His Heavenly Father, against all the 
injurious and blasphemous insinuations 
implied in the apostasy of mankind. The 
case in which He interposed was, as I 
conceive, regarded by Him thus: — Men 
have rebelled against my Father ; they 
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have wandered into paths, and followed 
principles of action, and yielded to pas- 
sions, and pursued schemes of enjoyment 
and happiness, which He has forbidden : 
— and thus they have virtually impeached 
His character, defamed His law, slandered 
and reviled His government, and said that 
it was hostile to their well-being to be 
under His sway, and that they could 
better ensure that well-being by methods 
of their own. I will, in compliance with 
His merciful appointment, go down into 
their world, will take their nature so as to 
become bone of their bone and flesh of 
their flesh, and in that nature will per- 
fectly fulfil the law which they have con- 
tumeliously broken, and thereby show the 
beauty and blessedness of obedience to it, 
and, therefore, how benign is that law, 
how just and benevolent the government 
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which upholds it, and how wise and 
gracious the Beiog who ordained it And 
all else enjoined by my Father will I 
faithfully do, even to the extremity of 
laying down my life. And this shall be 
MY testimony, in the sight of angels and 
men, to my Father's absolute and adorable 
perfection, — the expression of MY sense 
of His unsullied glory as the universal 
Governor, — MY unanswerable vindication 
of Him and His ways from all the wicked 
aspersions of my human brethren, — and 
also the demonstration of MY love and 
sympathy toward them in their guilt and 
exposure to its consequences. 

Let us reflect on what is comprehended 
in this testimony. 

I. He who took our nature bowed to it 
from the highest honours of Deity. " In 
Him dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead 



58 Thoughts on the Essence of 

bodily."^ "The only begotten Son, who 
was in the bosom of the Father," had 
the most intimate acquaintance with His 
glorious nature, and with whatever per- 
tained to His counsels and administration, 
and could, therefore, speak with indubi- 
table truth and authority. Hence He was 
qualified to act the illustrious part assigned 
to Him as "the Faithful and True Wit- 
ness,"^ in which He testifies to all that is 
awfully great, unsearchably wise, and in- 
effably holy and gracious in the Father, to 
all that is defiling and deadly in sin, and 
to all that is deplorable in the condition 
of man as deeply contaminated by it. 
This union in Him of the highest dignity 
and unerring knowledge gave an inesti- 
mable value to His judgments on every 
subject, and the most convincing emphasis 

* Col. ii. 9. * Rev. i. 5 ; iii. 14. 
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and weight to His testimony in vindication 
of His Heavenly Father. 

2. Consider also \S\^ faultlessness ,ol His 
filial obedience. . The law of perfect love to 
God and man was never so realized as in 
Him. Simply to fulfil it is to evince its 
unsurpassable excellence. The transcen- 
dent beauty of His personal character was 
the exact impression of it on His pure and 
sinless nature. His unclouded peace in 
habitual communion with His Father was 
its present reward, and gave to Him an 
unearthly serenity. Such was the effect of 
His obedience to a law which His human 
brethren had so fearfully accused and 'dis- 
obeyed. Yet He loved them with a love 
that was willing to die for them. Nothing 
could equal that love but the fervour and 
intensity of that which He bore to the 
Father, and which made the Father's glory 
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inexpressibly dear to Him, and ever urged 
Him on in promoting it. Neither the sins 
nor the wretchedness of men, even of the 
guiltiest and most degraded, ever repelled 
Him. " Holy, harmless, undefiled, and 
separate from sinners "^ — as to all partici- 
pation of their sin — He was perpetually 
conversant with them for their good. 
When He looked to His Father, it was 
with unutterable grief for the dishonour 
done to Him, and for wiping out which 
there were ho labours and sufferings for 
which He was not prepared. But when 
He turned to those whose nature He had 
condescended to assume, and whom He 
was not ashamed to call brethren,^ though ' 
He condemned and reprobated their sin. 
He pitied them, and yearned for their 
salvation. Publicans and sinners, scribes 

* Heb. vii. 26. * Heb. ii. ii. 
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and Pharisees, rulers and the multitude, as 
well as the family at Bethany, had an 
interest in His compassionate r^ards. He 
foresaw the calamities coming on the 
Jewish nation, yet wept as He foretold 
them. " The Light shone in darkness ; 
and the darkness comprehended it not." 
" He came to His own ; and His own 
received Him not."V Yet He never acted 
as if He thought that their ill requital 
absolved Him from all obligation to cherish 
the warmest benevolence for them. Who 
can forget His unexampled meekness and 
self-restraint when mocked, buffeted, reviled, 
and spit upon at the tribunal of Pilate, or 
the prayer which He offered for His 
enemies, amidst the ignominy and suffer- 
ings of His crucifixion, " Father, forgive 
them ; for they know not what they do*' } ^ 

* John i. 5, II. ' Luke xxiii. 34. 
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So complete, under the worst provocations, 
was His observance, of the law of love. 
So well did He fulfil His own precept, 
" Love your enemies, bless them that curse 
you, do good to them that hate you, and 
pray for them which despitefully use you, 
and persecute you."^ 

3. We see in this testimony the strength 
of His resolution to prosecute it to the ex- 
tremest issue, ' When that trial came on 
which He Himself designated as "the hour 
and power of darkness ''^ — the triumph of 
human enmity and Satanic malice— ^He 
seemed to shrink for a moment from the 
mortal cup which He was to drink, though 
He had repeatedly forewarned His disciples 
of it with calm fortitude, and with fixed and 
even eager purpose. " I have a baptism to 
be baptized with; and how am I straitened 

* Matt, vy 44. * Luke xxii. 53. 
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till it be accomplished ! " ^ Indeed, death ' 
in His case was inevitable. Perhaps we 
may say that it was less decreed than 
foreseen ; for it would necessarily happen 
that a holy being acting the part which He 
was commissioned to act — crossing the 
path of the superstitious and ungodly pre- 
judices, of the age, insisting on the adop- 
tion of principles and conduct distasteful 
to the general degeneracy, and resented by 
men so selfish, corrupt, and ambitious as 
the majority of the Jewish rulers — ^would 
provoke conspiracy against His life. And 
such was the result. But as the ordeal 
began to throw its dark shadow over Him 
in the garden of Gethsemane, He seemed 
to deprecate it in that thrice ejaculated 
prayen, " O my Father, if it be possible, 
let this cup pass from me : nevertheless, 

* Luke xii. 50. 
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not as I will, but as Thou wilt"^ Some 
have regarded this as an imperfection and 
an inconsistency in our Lord ; but I believe 
that it was all genuine to His humanity 
and to the occasion. Reluctance to part 
with life is an instinct of every sentient 
creature. It is felt by every rational as 
well as by every irrational creature. It 
may be overruled by reflection, but its 
first impulses are perfectly innocent. Our 
Lord had humbled Himself to take our 
mortal nature. In Him that nature was 
no mere semblance, but a positive reality, 
and the instinctive reluctance to surrender 
His human life was innocently felt. But 
whatever that momentary reluctance was, 
it was felt and uttered in the spirit . of 
unreserved submission to the Divine will : 
— "Nevertheless, not as I will, but as 

* Matt. xxvi. 39. 



Christ^ s Atonement. 65 

Thou wilt/* Nay, more ; that precedent 
feeling of reluctance was necessary to the 
completeness of His earthly probation. 
His course was not designed to be an easy 
and painless one. Obedience was to be 
stamped upon it at every step; and He 
was to "learn obedience by the things 
which He suffered."^ He had no moral 
frailties, no unholy tendencies, to overcome ; 
but His redemptive work was to task and 
discipline all the powers and susceptibilities 
of His holy soul. And this casts light, I 
conceive, on the piteous exclamation, as 
recorded by Matthew, which escaped from 
Him as He hung on the Cross : — " My 
God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken 
me.^"^ God never forsook Him; He was 
the beloved and approved Son in every 
hour, even the darkest, of His momentous 

* Heb. V. 8. * Matt, xxvii. 46. 
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and unparalleled career; and that excla- 
mation was the impassioned and irrepres- 
sible utterance of such a sense of woe as 
before never burdened a human spirit. 
The ingratitude of a people whom He had 
loved and served with an undying love, 
the craft and wickedness of those who had 
contrived His death, the dark in>age of 
the Arch-enemy who had stimulated them 
all, and the vivid sense of all the forms 
of sin which then passed before His soul, 
spread over Him a horror which for the 
moment hid the light of God's coun- 
tenance. 

4. All that He undertook and did was 
perfectly voluntary. He was under no law, 
except that of true harmony with the 
counsels and will of His Heavenly Father, 
to leave His original glory, and dwell on 
earth in our nature, and encounter all the 
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V 

labours and sufferings which followed. It 
was the provision of infinite wisdom and 
grace for rescuing from their merited 
doom — ^the dread wages of sin — those who 
had fearfully dishonoured all that is glo- 
rious in God, yet so that the manner of the 
rescue should utterly efface that dishonour, 
and render the Divine glory brighter and 
more conspicuous than ever. The whole 
human world had " sinned and come short 
of the glory of God,"^ and thereby forfeited 
every blessing included in eternal life ; and 
Christ's interposition was the Divine ex- 
pedient by which these blessings might 
be conferred upon them without • the 

V 

slightest detriment to God's honour, or 
the least suspicion of sin having been in 
any degree connived at or excused. And 
Christ's compliance with the appointment 

* Rom. iii. 23. 



68 Thoughts on the Essence of 

so to interpose was as much an act of 
grace as the appointment itself. Some 
would insinuate that all the grace was on 
the part of the Son, the part of the Father 
being merely the adoption of an honourable 
compromise, while the Son devoted Himself 
to unspeakable humiliation and suffering. 
But here they speak without due consider- 
ation of the ineffable love with which the 
Father regarded the Son. The Father 
is no impassive being, incapable of any 
emotions analogous to those which belong 
to created paternity. The subject is be- 
yond our comprehension, but we may 
safely say that such incapacity of feeling 
would degrade rather than exalt His 
inconceivably glorious and blessed nature. 
The apostle seems to repudiate it when he 
says, "Scarcely for a righteous man will 
one die : yet peradventure for a good man 
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some would even dare to die. But God 
commendeth His love toward us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us."^ Wherefore, when Christ, though Hd 
was in the form of God, and thought it no 
assumption "to be equal with God, but 
made Himself of no reputation, and took 
upon Him the form of a servant, and was 
made in the likeness of men, and, being 
found in fashion as a man, humbled Him- 
self, and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross," ^ the grace of the 
Father was displayed as well as that of 
the Son. The grace of the Son has, I 
believe, never been called in question. 
And this establishes the perfect voluntari- 
ness and gratuitousness of His costly, 
interposition. He did and suffered that 
which He might have blamelessly declined, 

» Rom. V. 7, 8. 2 PhiU. ii. 6-8. 
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and which was meritorious in the degree 
of His Divine dignity and excellence. 

The testimony which has these matchless 
elements, and which He alone could render, 
is, I conceive, an atonement, "an offering 
and sacrifice to God," and has " a sweet- 
smelling savour,"^ above all other forms of 
propitiation which have been imputed to 
this Divine Reconciler. I have used the 
word atonement, as being in common use, 
and not unsuited to the subject ; but it is 
remarkable that, although it is of very 
frequent occurrence in our Old Testament 
version of the Scriptures, it is used only 
once in our New Testament version, and 
that by a mistranslation, the original word 
in that place ^ properly signifying reconci- 
Station. With this one exception, the terms 
'tropitiation, reconciliation^ redemption and 

V Eph. V. 2. * Rom. v. ii. 
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ransom are those invariably employed by 
our translators of the New Testament to 
express the expiating power of Christ's 
death, But I gladly dismiss this humble 
and unpretending criticism, that I may 
repeat my conviction of the superiority 
of Christ's testimony, as set forth in the 
foregoing remarks, to all other theories of 
satisfaction for the wrong done by man's 
sin. But the fuller elucidation of this 
must be the subject of the next chapter. 
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CHAPTER V. 

« 

THE SOLE ADEQUACY OF CHRIST'S TESTI- 
MONY AS AN ATONEMENT FOR MAN'S 
SIN. 

/^~^ OD'S approbation of Christ was re- 
^■''^ peatedly expressed in such terms as 
these : — " This is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased.*' " Mine elect, in whom 
my soul delighteth."^ He won this testi- 
mony from the Father by His personal 
holiness and filial obedience ; and even 

■ 

* 

devils acknowledged Him to be " the Holy 
One of God."^ He was the chosen and 
only competent agent, out of all the holy 
intelligences in the universe, for accom- 

^ Matt. iii. 17 ; xvii. 5 ; Is. xlii. i. ^ Luke iv. 34. 
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plishing God's purpose in man's redemp- 
tion. There was no want of .clemency in 
God. He had not to be soothed into 
designs of mercy. Of His own benign and 
gracious nature, and spontaneously, He 
was intent on man's restoration. All that 
was wanting was a suitable ground on 
which His essential mercy might be freely 
and worthily dispensed. And this He 
provided in the mediation of Christ. The 
scheme was all His own, " to the praise of 
the glory of His grace.'* ^ Acquiescence in 
and execution of it were the work of 
Christ. That work, we have seen, or think 
we have seen, in Christ's living and dying 
testimony to God's faultless wisdom, right- 
eousness, and goodness. And there are 
only three modes of expiation with which 
it is needful to compare it. 

» Eph. i. 6. 
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The first is that which represents re- 
demption as designed only for the elect, 
that Christ made atonement for them only, 
that in doing so He endured without the 
least spot of sin, if not the same sufferings, 
at least the same dread amount of suffer- 
ing, which they themselves must have 
endured, had the Divine condemnation 
taken effect, and that all the sins of the 
elect were imputed to Him, and His right- 
eousness imputed to them. This statement 
of it is not chargeable with any exaggera- 
tion. I do not demur to the term elect ; 
for who can read the Scriptures with teach- 
ableness and candour, and not admit that 
there is "an election of grace,"^ in perfect 
harmony, doubtless, with man's free agency, 
but inscrutable to human apprehension, 
and attaching itself to every method of 

Rom. xi. 5. 
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propitiation ? There are, however, invin- 
cible objections to this one method. For if 
redemption is for the elect only, it cannot 
with sincerity be offered to any others ; 
while the Scriptures plainly represent it as 
for the whole world. And what human 
penetration can discriminate the elect ? 
Moreover, the amount of suffering which 
this theory requires of the Mediator im- 
plies that God could be propitiated by 
suffering as such, a sentiment abhorrent to 
His holy and benignant nature. And, 
further, if the sufferings endured by the 
Mediator were either of the same kind or 
of the same amount as what, but for His 
substitution, the elect must have endured, 
then, in the latter case, their salvation 
would have been of justice, and not of 
grace, since the penalty to which they 
were liable had been exacted of their 
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Substitute ; and, in the former case, it 
would have been literally impossible for 
Him who was sinless to have experienced 
the burning anguish of remorse, a terrible 
element in the deserved penalty. 

The second theory extends the redemp- 
tion to the whole human race, and ascribes 
it to the essential grace and pity of the 
Father as its originating cause; but it 
represents the Son in the execution of it 
as treated as if He were guilty, though 
wholly sinless, — as the appointed and 
willing victim for vindicating and uphold- 
ing God's rectoral honours, — as suffering 
neither in kind nor in severity what the 
condemned must have suffered, but, through 
the union oT His Divinity and spotless 
humanity, imparting to His sufferings, 
whether more or less severe, a degree of 
merit which justified the offer of mercy 
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and eternal life to every child of man. 
This is far less objectionable than the 
former theory ; nor am I aware that it can 
be seriously objected to save on the ground 
of the unreality and fictitiousness of treat- 
ing as guilty One confessed to be of im- 
maculate purity. Guilt implies desert of 
punishment ; but there could be nothing 
penal in the sufferings of Him who could 
habitually, say with filial confidence, " I 
am not alone, because the Father is with 
me,"^ and who in the crisis of His agony 
exclaimed, "Father, into Thy hands I 
commend my spirit."^ That He suffered, 
and undeservedly, is mournfully true ; but 
He was never the object of penal dis- 
pleasure. 

The third theory is that of adequalte 
repentance. It pleads that, if sin be duly 

John xvi. 32. Luke xxiii. 46. 
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confessed, lamented, and abandoned, and 
followed by true obedienge, no other satis- 
faction can be required by a Being of 
essential placability and love. But, were 
this granted, when were these elements of 
an adequate repentance ever realized ? 
Who among the sinners of the human race 
ever had that clear and vivid perception of 
the evil of sin in all its bearings, that depth 
of contrition and grief and that intensity 
of self-condemnation for it, that loathing 
and heartfelt renunciation of it, that con- 
stant, exact, and loving obedience, which 
even by himself, much less by his holy and 
heart-searching Judge, could be deemed 
adequate to its enormity ? The penitent 
who came the nearest to it, and whom the 
most penetrating of his fellow-men might 
pronounce to have reached it, would be 
the last to "lay the flattering unction to 
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his soul/' and to risk his hope of salvation 
on such a plea ; and the holier he became, 
the more would his quicker sense of sin's 
dread evil deter him from so doing. And, 
moreover, supposing that from the hour of 
his professed repentance he kept all God's 
commandments without the least flaw or 
speck, so that even Omniscience could not 
discern any fault in him, w^ould he not feel 
that he had discharged his obligations only 
for the time being, and that present obedi- 
ence could not atone for preceding trans- 
gressions ? So frail and perilous is the 
ground of hope offered by this theory. 

With joy we turn to survey that pro- 
vided in the testimony of Christ. We 
have seen that the three grand points in 
which the sin of man had assailed His 
Maker were His character, law, and govem- 
• ment These had been fearfully reflected 
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upon and reproached, ^nd it was the wrong 
hence arising which formed a bar to man's 
reinstatement in the Divine favour. The 
impediment was altogether of a moral, 
kind. There was no indisposition on the 
part of God to show mercy. It was in 
readiness to flow forth abundantly to the 
utmost measure of man's necessities, if 
the impediment which, in a sense, held it 
in restraint, could be removed, — if the 
wrong to the Divine honour could be 
effaced. This is the filial and noble work 
which Christ by His testimony undertook 
to accomplish. 

I. We see how complete is His vindi- 
cation and glorifying of God's character. 
In our contemplations of God, we are apt 
to dwell chiefly on those attributes which 
most impressively strike the senses, as His 
awful majesty, power, and skill displayed 
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in the material universe ; and these have a 
prominent place in their representations of 
Him by the prophets of the Old Testa- 
ment. But those attributes to which God 
attaches the highest value are of a moral 
kind, as His rectitude, goodness, and 
mercy. And these are most conspicuous 
in the testimony of Christ. He calls 
Him in one place " Lord of heaven and 
earth," ^ but He most delights to expa- 
tiate on God's moral perfections. Hence, 
when He wished to declare Him under 
the view most worthy to engage the 
love and veneration of men, He said, 
" God is light, and in Him is no darkness 
at all." ^ For as light is the purest and 
most diffusive and beneficent of all material 
elements, pouring life, and beauty, and 
glory over all nature, illumining and 

* Matt. xi. 25. ' I John i. $- 



ChrisVs Atonement. 85 

adorning all things, and receiving defile- 
ment from none, so God is the fountain of 
all light, purity, and blessedness to the 
moral universe, dispersing darkness, and 
shedding His enlivening and purifying 
beams on every soul which unfolds itself 
to Him. And when he said to the woman 
of Samaria, " God is a Spirit : and they 
that worship Him must worship Him in 
spirit and in truth ; for the Father seeketh 
such to worship Him,"^ He taught that 
God is more pleased with the spiritual 
worship of the humblest and poorest, than 
with the costliest sacrifices and the most 
magnificent and gorgeous ceremonies of 
the rich and great. And when He uttered 
the Beatitudes, as recorded in the Sermon 
on the Mount, what a priceless honour did 
He represent God putting on such charac- 

* John iv. 23, 24. 
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ters as the contrite and meek, the hunger- 
ing and thirsting after righteousness, and 
the pure in heart !^ And when, in the 
same Discourse, He said, " Love your 
enemies, bless them that curse you, do 
good to them that hate you, and pray for 
them which despitefuUy use you, and perse- 
cute you," how beautiful and God-honour- 
ing was the plea with which He enforced 
His exhortation! — "That ye may be the 
children of your Father which is in heaven : 
for He maketh His sun to rise on the evil 
and on the good, and sendeth rain on the 
jyst and on the unjust."^ Nor must we 
omit those parables of the Lost Sheep, the 
Prodigal Son, etc., in which He taught at 
once the preciousness of lost souls, and the 
yearning tenderness of God's mercy toward' 
them, or the mission on which He Himself 

* Matt. V. 3-1 1. « Matt. v. 44, 45. 
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had been sent, " not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister, and to give His life a 
ransom for the mahy."^ Well might He 
say, in that memorable prayer offered on 
the eve of His crucifixion, " I have mani- 
fested Thy name unto the men which 
Thou gavest me out of the world : " ^ — 
that name which is the brightest assem- 
blage of all that is greatest, holiest, and 
most benign in the loftiest conceptions of 
men and angelsw God's character, there- 
fore, was amply vindicated. 

2. The law of God was no less vindi- 
cated in Christ's testimony. He evinced 
its equity and goodness beyond all ques- 
tion. We see the struggle, as it were, of 
the Infinite Mercy to befriend the guilty, 
and to pour its blessings into their comfort- 
less and despairing bosoms. And what 

» Matt. XX. 28. « John xvii. 6. 
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withstood ? The law which they had 
violated. God's honour was bound up in 
it, and He could not allow the slightest 
suspicion of fault or imperfection to rest 
upon it. Yet such suspicion must have 
befallen it, if the offenders had been re- 
ceived to favour without reparation of the 
wrong done to it. The enmity of the 
carnal mind had fastened upon it with 
inveterate dislike, and He was resolved to 
vindicate it in the obedience and death of 
His Son. And loyally and lovingly did 
the Son undertake this task. It was said 
of Him in prophecy, " He shall magnify 
the law, and make it honourable ; " ^ and 
when He had complied with all its demands, 
and not despised the shame of the Cross,''^ 
to which His persistency in His testimony 
inevitably led Him, He presented, in the 

* Is. xlii. 21. * Heb. xii. 2. 
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beauty of His holiness and the complete- 
ness of His self-sacrifice, such an exempli- 

« 

fication of the law of perfect love to God 
and man, as had never been witnessed. 
What a scene of love, harmony, and joy 
would our world have been, had this law 
been impressed on every heart and life I 
Was not Christ's obedience to it in life 
and in death a worthier homage to its ex- 
cellence, a more convincing demonstration 
of its rightful claim to guide the life and 
mould the character of every accountable 
being in heaven and earth, than either the 
faultless obedience or the extremest suffer- 
ing of all mankind could have yielded ? 
** The Lord was well pleased for His right- 
eousness sake." ^ 

3. The government of God also received 
an equal vindication from Christ's testi- 

^ Is. xlii. 21. 
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mony. In the light of that testimony, we 
see the universe governed by an almighty 
and perfect Being, in whom awfiil majesty 
land unsearchable wisdom are associated 
with rectitude and love, justice and mercy, 
which perpetually watch for the safety and 
happiness of all who revere and obey Him, 
— a Being doing only good, forbidding 
only evil, and, as regards His dispensa- 
tions towards this lower world, seldom, if 
ever, smiting an offender till all the efforts 
of mercy have been tried in vain. Who 
would not choose to be under such a 
government ? Who, not lost to every 
virtuous aspiration, would not count it bis 
happiest heritage to live beneath its sway, 
and rejoice that it laid upon hiip no other 
obligation than to take its moral impress 
and accept its blessed reward ? Of the 
ten thousand times ten thousand millions 
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of human beings who have lived and died 
under it, not so much as one could truly 
say that it had ever done him the slightest 
injustice! For even could it be shown 
that the earthly lot of any one of them 
had been, in any respect or degree, more 
painful than he merited, he was immeasur- 
ably compensated by the "far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory "^ 
awaiting him thereafter. Be Thine, O 
Lord, "the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory, for ever." "There is none'* abso- 
lutely "good but One,'' 2 

If, then, we compare the method of 
atonement unfolded in Christ's testimony 
with those already noticed, we shall be at 
no loss to perceive its superiority. It far 
exceeds the first in simplicity, in intel- 
ligibleness, in reality, in honouring the 

> 2 Cor. iv. 17. - * Mark x. i8. 
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Divine benignity, and in extent of applica- 
tion. In simplicity^ because the theory 
which includes the conditions of election, 
and of the imputation to Christ of the sins 
of the elect, and of the imputation of His 
righteousness to them, is cumbersome and 
complicated. In intelligiblenesSy because, 
while the directness and force of Christ's 
testimony are at once perceived and under- 
stood, the provisions of the other are diffi- 
cult of apprehension to most minds, and 
have often occasioned much perplexity. 
In reality^ because, in the manner of 
Christ's atonement now advocated, nothing 
is imputed to Him but what He was and 
felt, while, on the other hand, there is the 
unnatural and fictitious imputation to Him 
of the sins and demerit of the elect. In 
honouring of the Divine benignity ^ because, 
while Christ's testimony represents God's 
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mercy so spontaneous and prompt as to 
require only a worthy ground for its un- 
limited exercise, the other theory repre- 
sents Him as pleased only with such an 
amount of suffering as was due from the 
elect. In extent of application, because the 
benefits of Christ's atonement are, in the 
one case, limited to the elect alone, while, 
in the other, they are intended for the en- 
tire human race. — Next, the atonement by 
Christ's testimony has the advantage over 
the second theory in this, that it includes 
all that is meant by God's rectoral honours, 
yet is not darkened by the idea of Christ's 
having been treated as if He were guilty. 
He suffered in a degree inconceivable by 
us, even to the most ignominious and dis- 
tressful of deaths ; but no shade of Divine 
displeasure rested upon Him. — And, finally, 
the theory of adequate repentance is not 
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for a moment to be compared with it, save 
to be utterly rejected. No repentance 
adequate to the demands of sin's enormity 
has ever yet been ' yielded by any descen- 
dant of Adam. 

It appears to me, therefore, that the 
testimony of Christ, as I have endeavoured 
to explain it, is the only real, valid, and 
adequate atonement for man's sin, and 
provides a satisfactory ground for bestow- 
ing all the blessings of eternal life — ^pardon, 
holiness, and happiness — on every believ- 
ing and submissive human being. " For 
God so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life."^ "This is the will of 
Him that sent me, that every one which 
seeth the Son, and believeth on Him, may 

' John iii. i6. 
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have everlasting life ; and I will raise him 
up at the last day."^ "Whosoever will, 
let him take of the water of life freely."^ 
" Him that cometh unto me I will in no 
wise cast out."^ "Believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved."* 
" God will have all men to be saved, and 
to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
For there is one God, and one Mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus ; who gave Himself a ransom for 
all, to be testified in due time."*^ 

Nor is the view which has been given 
of the nature of Christ's atonement at vari- 
ance with the strongest representations of 
Scripture on the subject. These are found, 
I apprehend, in the fifty-third chapter of 



* John vi. 40. ' John vi. 37. 

Rev. xxii. 17. * Acts xvi. 31. 

» I Tim. ii. 4-6. 
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Isaiah, and in the' third, fourth, and fifth 
chapters of the Epistle to the Romans. • 

I. With respect to the remarkable pre- 
diction in Isaiah liii., the rejection of Christ 
by the generality of the Jewish nation as 
having "no form nor comeliness," — His 
being oppressed with a load* of sorrows 
which made Him appear as "smitten of 
God,"— His having " the iniquity of all " 
laid upon Him, — His unmurmuring pati- 
ence and meekness under all, — the injustice 
and violence which characterized His trial 
and death, — His soul or life having been 
made an offering for sin, — and His being 
numbered with transgressors — all this was 
evidently realized in the opposition and 
rancorous hatred of the most influential 
persons in Church and State which He has 
been described as suffering so submissively. 
But, probably, an objector would be in- 



J 
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clined to urge the words — "the chastise- 
ment of our peace was upon Him, and with 
His stripes we are healed." To these I 
would reply that unquestionably His stripes 
contributed to our healing, and that the 
chastisement which procured our peace was 
no other than the hard and painful dis- 
cipline which He endured in working out 
our salvation. But although He suffered 
all this in our behalf, He was not punished 
in our stead. 

2. I do not regard Romans iii. 21-30, 
and iv. 22-25, as teaching the sinner's justifi- 
cation by an imputed righteousness. The 
former passage affirms the impossibility of 
either Jews or Gentiles being justified by 
the works of the law, since both have 
already broken it, and are under its con- 
demnation ; that, in this extremity, God 
has graciously provided " the righteousness 
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which is by faith of Jesus Christ " for all 
believers ; that Christ has been set forth as 
a propitiation through faith in His blood 
to declare the righteousness of God in 
remitting sins both in former and present 
times, that He might be just in justifying 
the beliqver in Jesus ; and that neither Jew 
nor Gentile can now boast, both of them 
being justified freely by the gracious for- 
bearance of God. — The teaching of the 
latter passage is that, as Abraham's ex- 
emplary faith was reckoned to him for 
righteousness, so shall the faith of Christian 
believers be reckoned to them. It is to be 
regretted that, while in the original text 
the same verb, with slight diversities of 
mood and tense, is employed throughout the 
whole of Romans iv., our translators have 
rendered it by three different words — reckoUy 

« 

count, and impute / the two former of which 
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are correct enough, but impute is ambi- 
guous ; and this term, unfortunately, is 
exclusively used in those places towards 
the clos^ of the chapter, where exactness 
of rendering was especially requisite. 

3. Romans v. 13-19, as I apprehend, 
teaches neither the imputation of Adam's 
sin to his posterity, nor the imputation of 
Christ's obedience to His followers, but the 
involving of Adam's posterity in the con- 
sequences of his sin, and the devolving of 
the consequences of Christ's obedience on 
His followers ; that, as Adam's sin had 
introduced death, so all his posterity were 
subject to death, because all had sinned ; 
and that, in a similar manner, as Christ's 
obedience entitled Him to eternal life, and 
all who believed in Him were, by God's 
gracious arrangement, vitally united to 
Him, so they became partakers of eternal 
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life. In the posterity of Adam there was 
the sin which deserved death. In the 
followers of Christ there is the faith which 
forms the connecting link between Him 
and them : of which more in the ensuing 
chapter. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

THE APPROPRIATENESS AND EXCELLENCE 
OF FAITH AS THE GROUND OF A SAVING 
INTEREST IN CHRIST'S ATONEMENT. 

'TpHERE is nothing arbitrary in the 
requirement of Faith as the condition 
of a personal interest in the salvation 
achieved by Christ. There is an inherent 
propriety in it. Nothing else could be 
substituted for it. It is trust in the faith- 
fulness and all-sufficiency of " the blessed 
and only Potentate.'* It is that principle, 
breathed into the soul of sinful man by 
the Holy Spirit, which quickens him into 
a new life. It is his response to the . in- 



1 04 Thaughts on the Essence of 

vitations of Divine love and mercy, — His 
acquiescence in all the methods of restor- 
ing him to the Divine favour and image. 
It is conscious weakness betaking itself to 
all the resources of perfect might, wisdom, 
and goodness, that out of these it may be 
replenished for all that is worthy for it 
to become, or do, or enjoy. It is the seed 
of all the fruits of righteousness. In a 
word, considering the fallen and helpless 
condition of man — yet helpless only so far 
as he has but his own natufal strength to 
rely upon — it is the best and noblest effort 
which he can make for regaining all that 
he has lost, and rising to all the excellence 
of which he is still capable. 

Many are the encomiums pronounced 
upon it as exemplified by the Old Testa- 
ment saints. It was this which enabled 
Abel to offer " unto God a more acceptable 
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sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained 
witness that he was righteouSy God testify- 
ing of his gifts ;"^ so that the first man 
who tasted death was the first to win 
a glorious heaven. It was this which 
prompted Enoch to walk with God in 
an age — as it would seem — of general 
apostasy, so that God testified His plea- 
sure in him by exempting him from the 
common doom of death, and delivering 
him from the violence of the ungodly 
by an immediate translation.^ It was this 
^hich inspired Noah with fear of the 
judgments which had been denounced 
against his disobedient and incorrigible 
generation, and urged him to prepare an 
ark for the preservation of himself and his 
family, so that he "became heir of the 
righteousness which is by faith."* It was 

* Heb. xi. 4. * Heb. xi. 5. ' Heb. xi. 7. 
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this which induced Abraham, in obedience 
to God's command, to leave his native 
country for one to which he knew not the 
way, to believe, nevertheless, that he and 
his posterity should acquire it as their 
inheritance, to sojourn there in tents, not 
erecting any fixed and enduring habita- 
tion, because " he looked for a city which 
hath foundations whose builder and maker 
is God ; " and, more than all, it encouraged 
him to believe, against all human appear- 
ances, and through long years of seeming 
delay, the Divine promise that he should 
have a son in whom the fortunes of the 
world should be bound up, and, further, to 
hold fast his confidence, after the birth of 
that son, and his being commanded to 
offer him in sacrifice, by believing that 
God was able to raise him from the dead, 
and would do so rather than His promise 
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should fail.^ It was this which animated 
the hopes and predictions of Isaac and 
Jacob, and induced Joseph to believe that 
the children of Israel, though then settled 
in Egypt, were destined to gain their 
promised inheritance, insomuch that he 
gave commandment that, at their depar- 
ture, they should carry his bones along 
with them.^ It was this which led Moses, 
after he had come to years, to deem it far 
more honourable " to suffer affliction with 
the people of God than to be called the 
son of Pharaoh's daughter, and to enjoy 
the pleasures of sin for a season ; " in 
which devotement of himself to the well- 
being of his brethren, he endured " as 
seeing Him who is invisible,'* and fainted 
not till he had brought them through the 
waters of the Red Sea and the perils of 

* Heb. xi. 8-10, 17-19. * Heb. xi. 2022. 
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the wilderness to the very frontier of their 
long-looked-for home, and death trans- 
ferred him to **the recompense of the 
reward."^ "But time would fail me," says 
the sacred writer who has celebrated the 
faith and acts of these worthies, " to tell of 
Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and 
of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and 
of the prophets, who through faith subdued 
kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained 
promises," and of others — women as well 
as men — who willingly endured the greatest 
hardships and destitution, and the most 
cruel forms of persecution, and death it- 
self, rather than desert or compromise the 
true religion.^ 

I have thus particularly referred to these 
achievements of faith in order to point out 
its moral energy, and how it actuated its 

* Heb. xi. 24-27. 2 Heb. xi. 32-38. 
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possessors, in every case, to do just that 
which was most seasonable and right in the 
circumstances in which they were' placed. 
Righteousness was impressed on all that 
they are represented to have done. Of 
Abraham, whose faith was put to so long 
and severe a test, and who became thereby 
,the father and pattern of believers, and 
was also called " the friend of God," it was 
distinctly said that his faith " was counted 
to him for righteousness^^ I do not deny 
that it was made the occasion of a most 
free and gracious acceptance of him on the 
part of God. I rejoice to know that it was 
so, and that we, treading in the steps of 
his faith, shall gratuitously obtain the 
same blessing. But what I wish to notice 
is that the expression referred to marked, 
and was intended to mark, his faith as be- 

' Gen. XV. 6. 
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ing in itself righteous, as having a quality 
of righteousness which highly commended 
it to God's approval. It was an act of 
eminent piety toward "the Almighty 
God," who said to him, " Walk before me, 
and be thou perfect/'^ If this view of it 
required any further proof, we find it in the 
case of Phinehas, as recorded in the Book 
of Numbers, and commented upon in one 
of the Psalms. When that member of the 
priesthood had resented and avenged the 
profanation of the camp of Israel by one 
of the men daring to bring a Midianitish 
woman into it, God expressed His signal 
approval of him,^ and it was subsequently 
added that his deed "was counted unto 
him for righteousness unto all generations - 
for evermore." ^ What could this mean 
but that his deed was really a righteous 

* Gen. xvii. i. * Num. xxv. 10-13. ' Ps. cvi. 31. 
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one, and that all future generations should 
so esteem it ? In like manner, when 
Abraham's faith was counted to him for 
righteousness, it implied that there was a 
righteousness in it which was highly pleas- 
ing to God, as well as that it was made 
the occasion of receiving him to a new and 
special state of favour. And it is remark- 
able that the apostle James, when protest- 
ing against a " faith without works " as 
dead and worthless, refers to the vitality 
and genuineness of Abraham's faith as 
attested by his works : — " Was not Abra- 
ham our father justified by works, when he 
had offered Isaac his son upon the altar ? 
Seest thou how faith wrought with his 
works, and by works was faith made per- 
fect ? And the Scripture was fulfilled " — 
that is, verified — "which saith, Abraham 
believed God, and it was imputed to him 
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for righteousness."^ But how was that 
Scripture fulfilled or verified, save by the 
subsequent conduct of Abraham proving 
the reality and earnestness of his faith ? 

And this throws light on what is said of 
"the righteousness of God by faith of 
Jesus Christ," and of His being just, and 
the justifier of him that believeth in Jesus, 
in Romans iii. 22 and 26, and v. 17. There 
we are taught that God graciously confers 
"the gift of righteousness" on all them 
that believe, and would be regarded as 
"just" in so justifying them. Does not 
this mean that in faith, as the ground of 
the believer's justification, there is a moral 
element which justifies God in appointing 
it for so gracious and momentous a pur- 
pose ? I bow with lowliest reverence and 
gladdest and profoundest gratitude to that 

' James ii. 20-23. 
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freeness of Grace which opens for me a 
way to infinitely-needed pardon and re- 
conciliation ; but I rejoice to know, and 
my conscience is the more satisfied and 
tranquillized by knowing, that that Grace 
dispenses its blessings on a principle in 
which there is nothing arbitrary, but which 
commends itself to the Divine wisdom 
and holiness as alone suitable for its 
purpose. 

. And when we look into the statements 
of the New Testament on this subject, 
we see that the faith of Christians is, and 
is required to be, of the same quality as 
that of the ancient saints. Commending 

r 

the example of the latter to the imitation 

of the former, the apostle Paul says — for 

I have no doubt that the Epistle to the 

Hebrews emanated from his grand and 

ardent soul — " Wheretore seeing that we also 

8 
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are compassed about with so great a cloud 
* of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, 
and the sin which doth so easily beset m% 
and let us run with patience the race that 
is set before us, looking unto Jesus> the 
Author and Finisher of faith ; who.for the 
joy that was set before Him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and is set down 
at the right hand of the throne of God." ^ 
Looking unto Jesus ! — that sublimest ex- 
ample of faith ever given! None ever 
trusted in God as He did, or bore sorrows 
so sharp, or burdens so heavy, or enmity 
so deep and deadly, all of which, in the 
strength of His trust. He conquered. And 
now, after that unequalled "travail of His 
soul,"^ He sits on the throne of Heaven, 
and perfects and crowns the faith of His 
followers by promoting them to behold and 

* Heb. xii.'i, 2. * Is. liii. 11. 
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share in His glory. Is there anything 
which they would not do or suffer ^or His 
sake ? 

Theirs is the faith which purifies their 
hearts,^ which works by love,^ which over- 
comes the world/ and which, as regards 
the clearness and strength of their per- 
ception of heavenly things, serves them as 
"the substance of things hoped for," as 
"the evidence of things not seen,"* so that 
they feel and act as if they were in actual 
possession of them. "Knowing that no 
man is justified by the works of the law, 
but by the faith of Jesus Christ," they 
cleave to Him in the power of that faith, 
that they may become " dead to the law, 
and live unto God; "^ so that each of them 
should say, in the language of the most 

* Acts XV. 9. * Gal. V. 6. " i John v. 4. 

* Heb. xi. I. * Gal. ii. 16, 19. 
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eminent of their redeemed community, " I 
am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I 
live ; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me : 
and the life which I now live in the flesh I 
live by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me, and gave Himself for me/'^ 
They are "baptized into Christ" — ^with 
the baptism of the Holy Ghost, not of 
water — so as to be united to Him in His 
death and resurrection, "that like as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, so they also should walk in 
newness of life/"* In the earlier stages of 
their spiritual life, there may be something 
"lacking in their faith," which pastoral 
care, in reliance on the grace of the Holy 
One, may labour to supply.* At other 
times, it may be described as "growing 

" Gal. ii. 20. * Rom. vi. 4. 

8 I Thess. iii. ic. 
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exceedingly,"^ and then there spring from 
it '* the work of faith, and labour of love, 
and patience of hope."* And in all their 
resistance to the obstacles which beset their 
holy and heavenward progress, and which 
make that resistance a resolute and un- 
ceasing warfare, they " fight the good fight 
of- faith."' What Christian excellence is 
there which does not grow from this 
Divinely-implanted root.? — "Add to your 
faith virtue " — more correctly fortitude or 
constancy — "and to virtue knowledge, and to 
knowledge temperance, and to temperance 
patience, and to patience godliness, and to 
godliness brotherly kindness, and to bro- 
therly kindness charity," or love^ And it 
was their faith in Christ which prompted 
their most ardent aspirations after con- 

' 2 Thess. i. 3. • I Tim. vi. 12. 

« I Thess. i. 3. * 2 Pet. i. 5-7. 
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formity to Him. " For whom," says St. 
Paul, "I have suffered the loss of all things, 
and count them but dung, that I may win 
Christ, and be found in Him^ not having 
mine own righteousness, which is of the 
law, but that which is through the faith of 
Christ, the righteousness which is of God ' 
by faith': that I may know Him, and the 
* power of His resurrection, and the fellow- 
ship of His sufferings, being made con- 
formable" — better, confortnect — "unto His 
death." ^* Fellowship in His sufferings and 
conformity to His death!- — what do these 
mean? Would they not be the realizing 
of what our Lord* said to the two sons of 
Zebedee, "Ye shall drink indfeed of my cup 
and" be baptized with the baptism that I 
am baptized with " ?* It was the will of 
our Lord that His faithful disciples should 

>' PhiU. iii. ».ii. • Matt; aoc. 23. 
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not shrink from sacrificing their all in His 
service. His religion could not be propa- 
gated but by facing the utmost hostility 
with which the powers of darkness would 
be provoked to confront it. Hence His 
servants would have to lay their account 
with it ; and the unutterable grief with 
which He had deplored the sins of His 
human brethren, whether in their injurious- 
ness against God or to themselves, the melt- 
ing compassion which He had felt for the 
offenders, and the death which He suffered 
in His efforts to save them, must in mea- 
sure be shared in by those who aspired 
to the honour of carrying on His work. It 
was in this spirit that St. Paul wrote of 
himself to the Cqlossian converts — "Who 
now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and 
fill up that which is behind of the afflictions 
of Christ in my flesh for His body's sake. 
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which is the Church/'^ — that St. John said, 
" We ought to lay down our lives for the 
brethren/'^ — and that St. Peter thus com- 
forted his persecuted fellow-disciples — 
" Rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers 
of Christ's sufferings ; that, when His glory 
shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with 
exceeding joy."* And none of these de- 
voted men finished their course till they 
had drunk of the cup and been baptized 
with the baptism of their Lord. There 
was an infinite difference between His 
sufferings and theirs in one respect. His 
sufferings were of that priceless value that 
they were " a propitiation for the sins of 
the world." That propitiation was as ne- 
cessary for them as for others, and was the 
theme jof their perpetual admiration and 
gratitude, and their incentive to all possible 

* Col. i. 24. * I John iii. 16. * i Pet, iv. 13. 
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devotedness to His cause. There was no 
merit in their sufferings save as the ex- 
pression of their loving appreciation of 
His, which were infinitely meritorious for 
their salvation and that of the whole 
world. 

Such are the appropriateness and ex- 
cellence of Faith as uniting the soul to 
Christ, and bringing into it all His 
quickening, transforming, and elevating 
influences. Self-condemned, contrite and 
penitent, and despairing of help from any 
other source, the sinner looks to and con- 
fides in that Saviour, " who gave Himself 
for us that He might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify to Himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works ; " ^ . and 
thenceforth His ear is ever open to the 
admonition, "By grace are ye saved 

* Titus ii, 14. 
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who had been pleased to appoint it, and 
who saw in it so glorious a tribute to the 
perfection of His own character, law, and 
government. It had a claim, therefore, to 
the highest reward which could possibly 
be accorded. Indeed, it has been objected 
that, under a righteous government, it is 
wrong that the innocent should ever suffer 
for the guilty ; and this has been alleged 
by some as justifying their rejection of 
Christ's atonement. Unquestionably, it 
would be wrong for the ini;iocent to be 
punished for the guilty ; but history is full 
of most honourable instances in which men 
of exemplary virtue have willingly under- 
gone deprivation of ease, fortune, and even 
life for the benefit of others. The humilia- 
tion and sufferings of Christ were of this 
order, but of immensely higher value. 
They were benevolent and voluntary, and 
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for the benefit of the guilty; but they 
were not penal. Nor were they submitted to 
without the prospect of suitable and ample 
recompense. There was " the jay set before 
Him*'^ in foresight of which He was ani- 
mated to do and suffer all that belonged 
to His mediatorial work. Our optimists 

« 

may tell us that it is unworthy of eminent 
virtue to do anything for the sake of 
reward ; but the instincts of the human 
heart and the teaching of Scripture are 
against them. When the reward is appro- 
priate to the labours and sufferings under- 
gone, the most disinterested and generous 
may forecast and accept it with unblemished 
honour. It was thus with the labours and 
sufferings of Christ. 

I. His ftumaniiy was exalted to the throne 
of heaven. After He had risen from the 

* Heb. xii. 2. 
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dead — His resurrection being a special 
work of God's favour — He returned to His 
native seat, and the human body, in which 
He had laboured and suffered, was thence- 
forth associated with all that is Divine, so 
that it became "His glorious body."^ How 
or what this was is inscrutable to us, but 
doubtless it was an object of new and sur- 
passing admimtion to all the heavenly 
hosts, and beheld by the Father with in- 
conceivable delight. In death and in the 
sepulchre, it knew no corruption, and, 
" raised from the dead by Ihe glory of the 
Father," ^ it shines with unrivalled beauty 
and splendour, and suffuses a new radiance 
on all around. 

2. In His glorified humanity. He is in- 
vested with universal dofninipn. Because 
" He became obedient unto death, God 

* Phill. iii. 21. * Rom. vi. 4. 
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hath highly exalted Him, and given Him 
a name which is above every name : that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
of things in heaven, and things in earth, 
and things under the earth ; and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father."^ 
*' We see Jesus, who was made a little 
lower than the angels, for the suffering of 
death crowned' with glory -and honour."^ 
The sacred writers evidently delight in 
copiously dwelling on this theme ; or 

rather, the Spirit of truth, by whom they 

» 

wrote and spake, moved them to special 
fervour and enlargement, as was due, on a 
subject at once so interesting and so mo- 
mentous : — but let it suffice to give only 
one more quotation. God "raised Him 
from the dead, and set Him at His own 

» PhiU. ii. 8-11. 2 Heb. ii. 9. 
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right hand in the heavenly places, far abcwe 
all principality, and power, and might, and 
dominion, and every name that is named, 
not only in this world, but also in that 
which is to come : and hath put all things 
under His feet, and gave Him to be head 
over all things to the Church, which is Jlis 
body, the fulness of Him that fiUeth all in 
all." ^ Here it is to be observed that this 
exaltation of Christ in our nature is as- 
cribed to the meritoriousness of His death 
— that is, to His atonement ; for it was 
in that bitter death that His atonement 
had its climax and full efficacy. Do we 
not, then, here get an impressive view of 
the measureless value of that atonement in 
the estimation of God, when for its sake 
the humanity in which it was accomplished 
was raised to the throne of the universe } 

* Eph. i. 20-23. 



Christ^ s Atonement. 133 

At the close of His earthly ministry, He 
said to His Father, " I have glorified Thee 
on the earth : I have finished the work 
which Thou gavest me to do. And now, O 
Father, glorify Thou me with Thine own 
self with the glory which I had with Thee 
before the world was." ^ But His present 
exaltation is more than the answering of 
this request He had lived with the 
Father in all the honours of essential Deity 
countless periods before the act of creation, 
which godlite act was His own, — " for by 
Him were all things created that are in 
heaven and in earth, visible and invisible" : * 
but now He is enthroned as the Author of 
a nobler work, as "the Lamb slain from 
the foundation of the world " for man's re- 
demption, and the voices of ten thousand 
times ten thousand, and thousands of thou- 

' John xvii. 4, 5. * CoL i. 16. 
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sands, were heard saying, " Worthy is the 
Lamb that was slain to receive power, ^nd 
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and 
honour, and glory, and blessing." ^ 

3. He has the pure and exalted joy of 
beholding the fruits of His interposition. 
It was said in prophecy, " He shall see of 
the travail of His soul, and shall be satis- 
fied."^ It was no vain enterprise which 
He undertook. To "save souls from 
death," and "hide their multitude of sins,"' 
was the work to which He consecrated 
Himself. He knew the priceless worth of 
each; for He had" said, "What shall it 
profit a man though he gain the whole 
world, and lose his pwn soul } "* He knew 
the peril in which they were, and the awful 
difficulty of rescuing them. To pour the 

* Rev. V. II, 12. ^ James v. 20. 

' Is. liii. II. * Mark viii. 36. 



Christ^ s Atonement. 135 

light of truth on their ignorance, to soften 
their obduracy, to dispossess them of their 
carnality and awaken in them a penitential 
sense of guilt, to make expiation for them, 
to inflame them with the love of holiness, 
and to restore them to God and blessed- 
ness, was what was required to be done ; 
and He, "the Light of the world," the 
" Propitiation for sin," " the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life," by whom alone any can 
come to the Father, addressed Himself to 
the work which no combination of created 
beings could have performed. And as 
soon as He had seated Himself on His 
celestial throne, there were not a few in 
whom this deliverance had been accom- 
plished. Such were rapidly multiplied 
when He had shed down the Holy Spirit 
on the day of Pentecost, and thousands 
were added to His professed disciples ; ' 
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and ever since the number of the redeemed 
and renovated has been increasing, and 
will continue to increase, till the knowledge 
of His truth and salvation shall have over- 
spread the globe, and have gradually 
brought on the glories of the millennial 
age, when His converts shall be as 
numerous as the drops of the morning 
dew. There is no joy so pure as that of 
genuine benevolence contemplating the 
fruits of its labours. But there is no bene- 
volence equal to that which labours for the 
recovery of lost souls, to rescue them from 
thdr vassalage to sin and Satan, and to 
bring them into "the glorious liberty of 
the sons of God."^ And never was this 
benevolence so exemplified as in Christ. 
And never was there one in human form 
so susceptible of the joy which it yields 

/ ' Rom. yiii. 21. 
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as He who clothed Himself in our flesh, 
that He might "taste death for every 
man."^ And if "there is joy in the pre- 
sence of the angels of God over one sin- 
ner that repenteth,"^ who can conceive the 
profound ecstasy of joy which must thrill 
the Divinely compassionate bosom of Christ 
in beholding the vast harvest of souls 
which He gathers into His garner from 
age to age ? His love to God, from whom 
those souls had been seduced and alien- 
ated, but to whom they are now restored 
— His love to men, whom by His incar- 
nation He had taken into the relation 
of brethren, and whose salvation, had lain 
so near His heart — His love of all piety 
and righte;ousness, the spirit of which had 
been breathed into these saved ones — His 
holy zeal in " destroying the works of the 

' Heb. ii. 9. • Luke xv. 10. 
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devil," ^ and utterly annihilating his king- 
dom, — ^the grand object of His mission 
from heaven to earth — all these now receive 
their purest and loftiest gratification. And 
His joy is, if possible, intensified, when He 
hears the grateful and adoring acknow- 
ledgment, " Unto Him that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in His own blood, 
and hath made us kings and priests unto 
God and His Father, be glory and dominion 
for ever and ever."^ 

4. He reigns that He may subordinate 
all events to the growth and happiness of 
His Church. The glory of empire, of 
absolute authority and control over all the 
principalities of heaven and earth. He 
chiefly values for the ability which it gives 
Him to guard the safety, and to promote 
the extension and interests of this redeemed 

* I John iii. 8. * Rev. i. 5, 6. 
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and sanctified community. We obtain 
. some insight into the Divine satisfaction 
with which He regards this prerogative in 
the prayer already more than once referred 
to, in which the Son makes this acknow- 
ledgment to the Father — "As Thou hast 
given Him power over all flesh, that He 
should give eternal life to as many as Thou 
hast given Him/'^ Thus, in carrying on 
His design to impart this gift, there was 
no human power which could hinder and 
thwart Him ; and in this He rejoiced. 
How much greater, then, must be His 
satisfaction when, looking from His throne 
through the immensity of the universe. He 
sees no power mighty, or subtle, or crafty 
enough to defeat His purpose of securing 
the safety and well-being of the Church, 
''which is His body, the fulness of Him 

* John xvii. 2. 
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that filleth all in all ! " To present it to 
Himself " a glorious Church, not having 
spot, or wrinkle, but holy and without 
blemish,"^ and to gather into it countless 
myriads from all nations, is His great 
solicitude in the government of His bound- 
less dominion. " Lo, I am with you alway 
even to the end of the world," ^ was the 
assurance which He gave them at His 
ascension; and well has He kept it. The 
hosts of Satan, " the rulers of the darkness 
of this world," the enmity or the mistaken 
policy of earthly potentates have often 
been leagued together against His Church, 
and sometimes it seemed near its extinc- 
tion ; but its Guardian said in each crisis^ 
"Thus far shall ye go, and no farther,"' 
and manifested in their discomfiture the 
depths of His wisdom as well as the might 

' Eph. V. 27. • Matt, xxviil. 20. 



Christ ' 5 AtoncmenL 141 

of I^is power, who made the efforts of His 
enemies to destroy His Church the means 
of attesting its inextinguishable vitality, 
and of lifting it to higher prosperity and 
glory. It yet survives, more numerous and 
powerful than ever, and a meet instru- 
mentality for accomplishing those spiritual 
conquests in the earth for which its Lord 
created it. And from Him come down all 
the gifts bestowed on its ministers for 
nourishing its knowledge, faith, holiness, 
and unity. "When He ascended up on 
high, He gave gifts unto men/' and pro- 
vided apostles, and prophets, and evan- 
gelists, and pastors and teachers " for the 
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ, till they all come in the unity of 
the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
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measure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ;' 1 

5. Intercession also is one of His functions 
in His state of glory. Twice the apostle 
of the Gentiles refers to it in express and 
exulting terms : — " Christ that died, yea 
rather, that is risen again, who also maketh 
intercession for us."^ — "Therefore He is 
able also to save them to the uttermost 
that come unto God by Him, seeing He 
ever liveth to make intercession for them." ' 
But does not intercession imply that He 
should take the attitude of a suppliant } 
And is not this attitude incongruous with 
His occupying the throne of so boundless 
a dominion } Let us bethink ourselves. 
In the necessarily figurative language in 
which His exaltation is described. He is 
represented- as sitting at the right hand of 

* Eph. iv. 7-13. * Rom. viii. 34. ^ Heb. vii. 25. 
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God. Officially subordinate to the Father 
in government, as well ^s in the work of 
redemption, yet equal in participation of 
all Divine attributes, His dominion, though 
boundless, is a delegated one, and He will 
with glad obedience resign it, when it has 
served its wondrous purposes. "Then 
cometh the end, when He shall have 
delivered up the kingdom to God, even 
the Father ; when He shall have put down 
all rule and all authority and power. For 
He must reign, till He hath put all 
enemies under His feet. Death, the last 
enemy, shall be destroyed. For He hath 
put all things under His feet. And when 
all things shall be subdued unto Him, then 
shall the Son also Himself be subject unto 
Him that put all things under Him, that 
God may be all in all."^ Thus shall the 

* I Cor. XV. 24-28. 
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government of all things relapse to the 
inscrutable mystery of the Godhead — The 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
Awaiting this issue, however, intercession 
is among the glorious functions of the Son. 
But He need not literally take the posture 
of supplication. His very presence is an 
intercession. The ^ sight of Him on His 
regal throne, in the very humanity in 
which He had suffered and bled, is a 
perpetual memento to the Faftier of the 
spotless sacrifice which He had offered up, 
and claims and obtains all that is needed 
for the perfecting and blessing of all who 
come to God in virtue of it. 

6. He is appointed final Judge of all. 
Awful, yet assuring thought! Awful, for 
how dread the office ! Assuring, because 
we have every guarantee that it will be 
righteously and infallibly discharged. If 
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we must be judged, who would not choose 
to be judged by Him ? Doubtless, He has 
all the qualifications requisite for the office. 
He who said, " Where two or three are met 
together in my name, there am I in the 
midst of them," — " Lo, I am with you 
alway," in whatever part of the world His 
disciples might sojourn or be scattered, — 
and, " All the churches shall know that I 
am He who searcheth the reins and 
hearts,"^ must be omnipresent and omni- 
scient, and, therefore, in connection with 
His other undeniable Divine attributes, 
qualified to administer this final judgment 
faultlessly, and to give effect to His de- 
cisions. With eyes like "a flaming fire,"^ 
illumining and penetrating every object 
which they behold, with access to the 
secrets of every heart, and with the mingled 

* Rev. ii. 23. ■ Rev. i. 14. 

10 
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righteousness and clemency which neces- 
sarily preserve each sentence from being 
too lenient on the one hand, or too severe 
on the other, we are assured that He will 
decide all things with the most exact and 
undeviating impartiality. He granted to 
His servant John a vision of this judg- 
ment : — " And I saw a great white throne, 
and Him that sate on it, from whose face 
the earth and the heavens fled away ; and 
there was found no place for them. And 
I saw the dead, small and great, stand 
before God ; and the books were opened : 
and another book was opened, which is the 
book of life : and the dead were judged 
out of those things which were written in 
the books, according to their works. And 
the sea gave up the dead which were in it ; 
and death and hell delivered up the dead 
which were in them : and they were judged 
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every man according to their works. And 
death and hell were cast into the lake of 
fire. This is the second death. And who- 
soever was not found written in the book 
of life was cast into the lake of fire."^ 
How amazing, yet how deserved, that He 
who "took upon Him the form of a ser- 
vant, and was made in the likeness of men," 
and in their nature suffered such indignities 
at the bar of Pilate, and all the ignominy 
of crucifixion and of being " numbered with 
transgressors," should be the central figure 
of this sublimely grand and awful scene ! 
Yet it is even He. "The Son of man 
shall come in His glory, and all the holy 
angels with Him, and He shall sit upon 
the throne of His glory : and before 
Him shall be gathered all nations : and 
He shall separate them one from another, 

* Rev. XX. 11-15. 
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as a shepherc;! divideth his sheep from the 
goats." ^ 

Such, then, are the honours to which 
Christ 'in our nature has been promoted • 
through His atonement And there is this 
measureless difference between the honours 
conferred on Him and those bestowed on 
the most distinguished of His servants. 
When He ascended on high, and sate 
down at the right hand of God, it was as 
One taking possession of His right, and 
without the least emotion of wonder* 
Their honours, though "immensely inferior, 
were all acts of grace, and will excite their 
most ardent expressions of admiration and 
gratitude through eternity. 

Matt. XXV. 31, 32. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

THE STATE OF EXALTED PRIVILEGE AND 
HAPPINESS INTO WHICH CHRIST'S 
ATONEMENT BRINGS HIS FOLLOWERS* 

nnHROUGH the medium of Christ's 
atonement, the grace of the Father, 
the love of the Son, and the renovating 
and sanctifying operation of the Holy 
Spirit unite in bringing His followers into 
the closest and happiest of all relationships. 
" When the fulness of the time was come, 
God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, 
made under the law, to redeem them that 
were under the law, that we might receive 
the adoption of sons. And because ye are 
sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His 
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Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 
Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but 
a son ; and if a son, then an heir of God 
through Christ!*'^ And from the pen of 
the same inspired writer who bears this 
« witness, we have this further statement : — 
" For as many as are led by the Spirit of 
God, they are the sons of God.. For ye 
have not received the spirit of bondage 
again to fear; but ye have received the 
Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, 
Father. The Spirit itself b^areth witness 
with our spirit, that we ard the children of 
God : and if children, then heirs ; heirs of 
God, and joint-heirs, with Christ.**^ "Ye 
are all the children of God by faith in 
Christ Jesus." ^ And St John exclaims, 
in admiration of the Divine condescension, 
" Behold, what manner of love the Father 

* Gal. iv. 4-7. * Rom. viii. 14-17. * Gal. iii. 26» 
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hath bestowed upon us, that we should be 
called the sons of God : therefore the world 
knoweth us not, because it knew Him not. 
Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and 
it doth not yet appear what we shall be : 
but we know that, when He shall appear, 
we shall be like Him : for we shall see 
Him as He is."^ And speaking in his 
Gospel of the comparatively few who re- 
ceived Christ in the days of His personal 
ministry, he adds, "But as many as received 
Him, to them gave He power to become 
the sons of God, even to them that believe 
on His name."^ And in the book of the 
Revelation, he makes this final record of 
what fell from the lips of Deity, " He that 
overcometh shall inherit all things ; and I 
will be his God, and he shall be my son."' 
I coAfess that I have never been able 

* I John iii. i, 2. * John i. 12. ' Rev. xxi. 7. 
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to receive the now somewhat prevalent 
doctrine of God's Fatherhood, by which is 
understood that the original relation of 
God to men was that of their Father, and 
theirs to Him that of His children. But 
the passages just quoted plainly show, I 
think, that both fatherhood on the one 
hand, and sonship on the other, are the 
result of Christ's incarnation and atone- 
ment, and that by these means, and these 
alone, it was the gracious purpose of God 
to bring Himself and men into these mutual 
and endearing relations, — that we become 
His children only by faith in Christ, — that 
to qualify us for this relation the Spirit of 
God is sent into our hearts, — that it is a 
relation of new, special, and most gracious 
adoption, — ^and that to make good our 
title to it we must " overcome " whatever 
would seduce us from faithful and loving 
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obedience to God. In a word, this filial 
relation to God is the grand promise of 
the new covenant: — "Wherefore, come out 
from among them, and be ye separate, 
saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean 
thing ; and I will receive you, and will be 
a Father unto you, and ye shall be my 
sons and daughters, saith the Lord Al- 
mighty."^ And it is worthy of remark 
that, when Christ delivered His discourse 
on the Beatitudes, and enjoined on His 
hearers the spirit and conduct which would 
befit them as the children of their Father 
in heaven, and taught them to pray to Him 
as their Father, it is distinctly stated that 
He addressed Himself, not to the multitude, 
but to "His disciples."^ And when the 
unbelieving and captious Jews arrogantly 
spake of God as their Father, He resented 

> 2 Cor. vi. 17, 18. * Matt. v. i. 
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the impious assumption with the utmost 
severity : — " If God were your Father, ye 
would love me : for I proceeded forth and 
came from God ; neither came I of myself, 
but He sent me. Ye are of your father the 
devil, and the lusts of your father ye will 
do/'i 

I feel myself warranted, therefore, in 
saying that, in my natural condition as a 
man^ God is not my Father. He is my 
Maker, my Preserver, my Benefactor, and 
in these relations I see in Him such a per- 
fection of wisdom, rectitude, and goodness, 
and of all other godlike excellencies, as 
should have made me glad to be under 
His rule as my Sovereign. He deserved 
that I should supremely love and adore 
Him, gratefully and affectionately obey 
Him, and esteem it the highest joy and 

* John viii. 42-44. 
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glory of my dependent and accountable 
nature to do His will, win His favour, and 
be wholly at His disposal. My conception 
of His grandeur and benignity in this re- 
lation to me exceeds my ability to express 
the unlimited veneration, love, trust, and 
devotedness which I owed Him. And I 
feel that it is better and happier for me 
to know Him in this capacity, and to have 
some sense of my original obligations to 
Him therein, and so to gain an impressive 
and affecting idea of the depth and extent 
of my sin in " coming short of His glory," 
than to be introduced to all the grace of 
the Gospel of Christ without such prepara- 
tion. As the Source of life, intelligence, 
and conscience, of the capability in every 
moral creature of rising to the highest 
measures of holiness and consequent hap- 
piness. He has solemn and awful rights 
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which should never be lost sight of, and 
the neglect of which involves a fearful re- 
sponsibility ; and I feel that it is just and 
healthful for me to be confronted with 
them, and to lay to heart the deplorable 
fact that I have so dishonoured them. 
Besides, it appears to me that,, were I 
allowed to regard Him as originally my 
Father, I should find it difficult to perceive 
any necessity of an atonement, — that it 
would be inconsistent with the natural 
clemency and tenderness of the paternal 
character to require any satisfaction for 
the wrong done it beyond the filial grief 
and contrite confession of the offenders. 
But when I se.e God as originally sustain- 
ing the relation which I have too feebly 
described, and then coming nigh to me 
with proposals of reconciliation, and effect- 
ing that reconciliation at so costly a price, 
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and offering the freest pardon and all the 
blessings of His favour in virtue of it, and 
even condescending to admit me to a new 
and surpassingly blessed relation as a son, 
and already to impart to me the spirit 
of adoption, I see the reasonableness and 
necessity of the required atonement, my 
conscience and my heart are alike satisfied, 
and I get a conception of His mingled 
holiness and grace which lifts me into the 
third heaven of adoring gratitude and love, 
and makes me as happy as my present im- 
perfect measure of sanctification will permit' 
I know that in the Scriptures, both of 
the Old and the New Testament, there are 
some glimpses and foreshadowings of God's 
paternal character before or apart from 
the publication of the Gospel, — passages 
merely allusive to or illustrative of His 
yearning mercy, or prophetic of the aspect 
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which He would assume hereafter. ^' Like 
as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord 
pitieth them that fear Him."^ Adam is 
spoken of in one of Christ's genealogies as 
"the son of God."^ He was so inasmuch 
as, unlike all the other members of that 
genealogy, he had not a human birth, but 
derived his being from God's immediate 
creation. But if any peculiar honour was 
implied in that designation of him, he for- 
feited it by his transgression, and could not 
transmit it to his posterity. And although 
St. Paul, in his address to the philosophers 
at Athens, quotes the saying of some 
heathen poets, " For we are all His off- 
spring,"^ he avails himself of it, not as 
affirming the filial relation of men to God, 
but merely as an argument against idolatry 
and its absurd customs. 

* Ps. ciii. 13. ' Luke iii. 38. ' Acts xvii. 28. 
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But I leave controversy for those points 
in the present subject on which all Christian 
believers are agreed. 

I. They recognize their hallowed relation 
with wonder and 'delight* "Behold, what 
manner of love the Father hath bestowed 
upon us, that we should be called the sons 
of God !" That He, "the Most High God, 
Possessor of heaven and earth," ^ " the King 
of kings and Lord of lords," should not 
only have freely pardoned them, and made 
them " meet to be partakers of the in- 
heritance of the saints in light," ^ but have 
adopted them as His children, will ever be 
the theme of their admiring and rapturous 
praise. This exceeds all the conceptions 
of condescension, benignity, and grace ever 
formed by men or angels. "Thy gentle- 
ness hath made me great," ^ said David, 

* Gen. xiv. 19. * CoL i. 12. ^ Ps. xviil 35. 

II 



1 62 Thoughts on the Essence of 

when surveying all the royal grandeur to 
which God had promoted him; but this 
was the merest shadow of the grace 
bestowed on the followers of Christ. 

2. They are endowed with the spirit of 
His children. He has breathed into them 
Sentiments and feelings in accordance with 
their transcendent dignity. "Because they 
are sons, He has sent forth the spirit of 
Ifis Son into their hearts." How complete 
was the filial union of the Son to the Father, 
and what reverence, love, trust, and obedi- 
ence did it include ! These are the senti- 
ments which now animate their bosoms. 
They "have not received the spirit of 
bondage again to fear," so that they should 
think of and approach Him with dread, 
and have no consciousness of joyous free- 
dom in His service ; but they " have 
received the spirit of adoption," which 
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prompts them, from an inward feeling of 
affection, to call Him Father, to draw near 
to Him with happiest confidence, and 
to reckon the doing of His will only 
liberty. They " are bom, not of the blood, 
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will 
of man, but of God ;"^ and this new birth 
gives them the filial spirit, and all the 
freedom and joy of an obedience which 
is dictated by love. 

3. They will see Christ in a new relation 
to them. They had known Him as the 
Brightness of the Father's glory, as their 
Saviour and Lord, as the Good Shepherd 
who laid down His life for the sheep ; but 
now, in virtue of their relation to God as 
His children, and not merely because Christ 
had assumed their nature, they are entitled 
to regard Him as their Elder Brother. When 

" Jolm i 13. 
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God " predestinated them to the adoption 
of children by Jesus Christ to Himself, ac- 
cording to the good pleasure of His will, to 
the praise of the glory of His grace," ^ He 
"predestinated them also" to this fraternal 
relation to Christ, " that He might be the 
first-born among many brethren."^ And 
this relation Christ acknowledges and con- 
templates with joy. He had called His 
chosen disciples friends in the days of His 
personal ministry; but when, after His 
resurrection, He sent to them His saluta- 
tion by Mary Magdalene, He said, " Go to 
my brethren^ and say unto them, I ascend 
onto my Father and your Father ; and td 
my God and your God."* And this honour 
is now shared in by all His disciples. 

4. They have free access to God as tlieir 
Father in prayer and praise, " Having 

• Eph. i. 5, 6. * Rom. viii, 29. • John xx. 17. 



ChrisVs AtonemenL 165 

boldness to enter into the holiest by the 
blood of Jesus, by a new and living way 
which He hath consecrated for them,"^ 
they may " bow their knees to the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the 
whole family in heaven and earth is named, 
that He would grant them, according to the 
riches of His glory, to be strengthened with 
might by His Spirit in the inner man; that 
Christ may dwell in their hearts by faith ; 
that they, being rooted and grounded in 
love, may be able to comprehend what is 
the breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height ; and to know the love of Christ, 
which passeth knowledge, that they might 
be filled with all the fulness of God." And, 
having implored to be thus replenished out 
of such fulness, they may say, in one burst 
of grateful praise, " Now unto Him that is 

* Heb. X. 19, 2a 
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able to do exceeding abundantly above all 
that we ask or think, according to the 
power which worketh in us, unto Him be 
glory in the church by Christ Jesus through- 
out all ages, world without end. Amen."^ 
5. They have assurance of God's fatherly 
care in all their necessities. Often did their 
Saviour encourage in them the undoubting 
faith of all this : — " Are not five sparrows 
sold for two farthings, and not one of them 
is forgotten before God? But even the 
very hairs of your head are all numbered. 
Fear not therefore : ye are of more value 
than many sparrows."^ "Consider the 
lilies of the field, how they grow; they 

9 

toil not, neither do they spin: and yet I 
say unto you, that Solomon in all his glory 
was not arrayed like one of these. Where- 
fore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, 

* Eph. iii. 14-21. ' Luke xii. 6, 7. 



Christ ' s Atonement. 167 

which to-day is, and to-morrow is cast into 
the oven, shall He not much more clothe 
you, O ye of little faith? "^ And afterward 
He instructed His servant Paul to say, " My - 
God shall supply all your need according 
to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus." ^ 

6. They see all fiature and providence as 
brightened with His paternal character to^ 
ward them. They contemplate the hea- 
vens above in all their splendour and 
immensity; they look on all the varied 
scenery of earth, whatever is interesting 
and beautiful in insect, bird, or flower, in 
the verdure of trees and fields, or in the 

» 

ripened abundance of harvest, — or what- 
ever is sublime and awful in mountain, 
ocean, and cataract; they survey all the 
processes of that providence by which 
every kind of life is sustained .and nou- 

> Matt, vl 28-30. « Phill. iv. 19. 
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rished, and which gives to every season, 
from year to year, its appropriate loveh'- 
ness and charm : and they perceive in all 
a natural beauty and attraction, yet are 
more profoundly and devoutly interested 
in them as the works of an almighty 
Intelligence. But when they consider 
them as the works of that gracious Being 
who has disclosed Himself in Christ, and 
can say, "My Father made them all," 
they discern in them still further beauty 
and grandeur, and yield Him the homage 
of the heart. 

7. It is the purpose of the Pather to con- 
form them to the imc^ge of Christ, Nothing 
less than this was in His mind, when He 
conceived the idea of endowing them with 
the dignity of sonship.^ This was the 
utmost effort of the Divine paternity. It 

' Rom. viiL 29. 
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could not possibly do more. The image 
of Christ! — is there anything in spiritual 
beauty and glory comparable to it ? It is 
the Father's ideal of all that is holiest and 
loveliest in moral excellence. Humility, 
meekness, faith, love, purity, disinterested- 
ness, generosity — all these, in absolute 
perfection, combine in His image ; and to 
become like it is the loftiest attainment of 
which humanity is capable. As yet, they 
who are to be conformed to it have not 
seen Him with the eye of sense, but they 
admiringly gaze upon Him with the eye 
of sanctified imagination, and are conscious 
of being under a gradually-transforming 
power. " With open face, beholding as in 
a glass the glory of the Lord, they are 
changed into the same image from glory 
to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord."^ 

* 2 Cor. iiL i8. 
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And when their designed conformity shall 
have been accomplished, God will bdiold 
the reflection, without speck or shade, of 
His own image ; for Christ is "the image 
of the invisible God," — the faultless ex- 
pression to men of all that is holiest and 
most benignant in the Divine nature. 
And the actual sight of Christ will add 
the last finish to the refining process which 
they are now undergoing. "We knpw," 
says the beloved apostle, "that, when He 
shall appear, we shall be like Him; for 
we shall see Him as He is."^ And then 
will the Father be well pleased with the 
realizing of His purpose. 

8. In their progress to all this, they will 
have the honour, of suffering with Christ. 
" We suffer with Him," says the apostle of 
the Gentiles, " that we may be also glorified 

* 2 John iii. 2. 
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together."^ "This honour have all the 
saints." They cannot avoid buffering. So 
long as the world is what it is, and the 
followers of Christ are faithful to their 
commission of conciliating and winning it 
to Christ, so long will the world misconceive 
and resent their efforts, and ^ake the path 
of seeking its salvation difficult and thorny. 
Such was the path of their Lord ; and *'it is 
enough for the disciple that he be as his 
Master, and the servant as his Lord."' 
" If they have persecuted me, they will also 
persecute you." ^ But to suffer with Him 
is accounted their true honour. *' Beloved, 
think it not strange concerning the fiery 
trial which is to try you, as though some 
strange thing happened unto you ; but 
rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of ^ 
, Christ's sufferings ; that when His glory 

* Rom. viii. 17. * Matt x. 25. • John xy. 20. 
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shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with 
exceeding joy." ^' 

9. They will be associated with Christ in 
Ris glory. They will behold that glory, 
and the reflection of it will adorn and 
glorify them. Cleansed from the last trace 
of sin, pure as He is pure, clothed with 
bodies shining in immortal beauty and 
vigour, and meet for whatever service may 
be appointed for their redeemed faculties 
in heaven, they will be blest to the full 
capacity of the sanctified creature to receive 
and enjoy. Then will Christ receive the 
answer to His gracious prayer for them : — 
" Father, I will that they also, whom Thou 
hast given me, be with me where I am ; that 
they may behold my glory which Thou 
hast given me : for Thou lovedst me before 
the foundation of the world." "And the 

* I Pet. iv. 12, 13. 
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glory which Thou gavest me 1 have given 
them." ^ Then also will be fulfilled " the 
faithful saying," — "K we be dead with 
Him, we shall also live with Him. If we 
suffer, we shall also reign with Him." ' 
"The Spirit of glory and of God rests 
upon them," ' and they have indescribable 
joy. "These are they that came out of 
g^eat tribulation, and have washed their 
robes, and have made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they 
before the throne of God, and serve Him 
day and night in His temple : and He that 
sitteth on the throne shall dwell among 
them. They shall hunger no more, neither 
thirst any more ; neither shall the sun 
light on them, nor any heat. For the 
Lamb which is in the midst of the throne 

> John xvii. 24, 22. * 2 Tim. ii. il, 12. 

• I Pet. iv. 14. 
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shall feed them^ and shall lead them to 
living fountains of waters : and God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes."^ 
But alas ! even inspired language fails to 
give any adequate idea of their final state 
of bliss. 

Such, nevertheless — ^however imperfectly 
delineated — are the honours and joys of 
that sonship to God to which the followers 
of Christ are promoted, and for which' they 
5ire indebted to His atonement. 

' Rev. vii. 14-17. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THE SOLE ADAPTEDNESS OF CHRIST'S 
ATONEMENT FOR THE SALVATION OF 
THE WORLD. 

T T is for the World, and not for any 

favoured individuals, or families, or 
tribes, or nations. Christ tasted death 
'* for every nlan." " God so loved the 
world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life." "Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the Gospel to every creature." 
" God will have all men to be saved, and 
to come unto the knowledge of the truth. 
For there is one God, and one mediator 

12 
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between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus ; who gave Himself a ransom for 
all." I deem it superfluous, at this time 
of day, to adduce any further evidences of 
the universal aspect of Christ's atonement 
towards our world, or that it was provided 
for the full benefit of all mankind. At 
one time it would have been necessary to 
do so ; but now, happily, the limitation of 
that Divine provision to the elect is so 
generally rejected, that I may properly 
assume the truth of its affirmed relation to 
our whole race. 

I. It affords a solid ground on which to 
preach the Gospel of the grace of God to. 
all mankind, and to invite them to partake 
of its blessings. Christ Crucified, or Christ 
and His Cross, which is the grand symbol 
of His atonement, is the central object and 
the vital theme of that Gospel, or Chris- 
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tianity. Take it away, and the Gospel is 
deprived of its life and essence. Hence, 
the apostle of the Gentiles, so justly and 
nobly jealous of everything which could 
dilute and enfeeble that Gospel, wrote to 
the Corinthians, "I determined not to 
know anything among you, save Jesus 
Christ, and Him crucified."^ And, with 
still more solemn emphasis, he wrote to 
the Galatians, " There be some that trouble 
you, and would pervert the Gospel of 
Christ. But though we, or an angel from 
heaven, preach any other Gospel than that 
which we have preached unto you, let him 
be accursed."* And as to its universal 
fitness, he wrote to Timothy, " This is a 
faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptar 
tion, that Jesus Christ came into the world 
to save sinners; of whom I am chief."* 

' I Cor. ii. 2. * Gal. i. 7, 8. • I Tim. i. 15. 
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Whether Greek or Jew, bond or free, rich 
or poor, king or subject, learned or un- 
learned, the Gospel had a claim upon, and 
commended itself to, the acceptance of 
every man. " Repentance toward God 
and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ " ^ 
were the requirement from every man who 
heard the Gospel invitation, even while our 
Lord's ministry and that of His disciples 
were confined to the Jews ; but, after His 
resurrection. He gave them a commission 
to pass the limits of their native land, and 
proclaim it to all nations. " The Lamb of 
God that taketh away the sin of the world," 
" the Light to lighten the Gentiles, and the 
Glory of His people Israel," ^ was to be 
published everywhere, and for this purpose 
as declared by Himself, *'to open their 

* Mark i. 15 ; Acts xx. 21. 

* John i. 29 ; Luke ii. 32. 
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eyes, and to turn them from darkness to 
light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God, that they may receive forgiveness of 
sins, and inheritance among them which 
are sanctified by faith that is in me." ^ 

2. Acting on this authority, the apostles, 
first in Judea, Galilee, and Samaria, and 
then in foreign regions, proclaimed Christ 
Crucified as the universal Saviour. " They 
went forth, and preached everywhere, the 
Lord working with them, and confirming 
the word with signs following."^ He had 
commanded them not to leave Jerusalem 
till they had received the promised gift of 
the Holy Spirit ; and when, on the day of 
Pentecost, they were endowed with it, and 
immediately entered upon a new and 
auspicious period of their work, they did so 
with a degree of illumination in the know- 

' Acts xxvi. l8.' ' Mark xvi. 20. 
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ledge of Divine truth, and with a courage, 
zeal, and utterance, which beiipoke the 
reality and efficacy of that gift. Converts 
pressed around them and were multiplied 
in Jerusalem itself ; and when these faith- 
ful men passed to other nations, relying 
on the gracious Power which had already 
crowned them with marvellous success, 
"the word of the Lord had free course, 
and was glorified."^ Persecution raged, 
and the lives of both preachers and con- 
verts were in jeopardy, and some of the 
former died the martyr's death,* and the 
latter "took joyfully the spoiling of their 
goods," because now they had " in heaven 
a better and an enduring substance/'* 
Christian societies were formed in numer- 
ous places, as Antioch, Ephesus, Philippi, 
Thessalonica, Corinth, and Rome, as well 

* 2 Thess. iii. i. * Acts vii. 59 ; xii. 2. • Heb. x. 34. 
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as in Jerusalem and its neighbouring towns 
and villages. And before the lapse of forty 
years from the death of Christ, His name 
was known and His faith professed in more 
distant regions. And we have the most 
satisfactory evidence that the converts, with 
few exceptions, evinced the sincerity of 
their faith by lives of exemplary piety and 
righteousness. And when the apostles 
were taken from their^ labours to their 
glorious rest, and were succeeded by men 
who, for the most part, preached their 
doctrine and breathed their spirit, the work 
of conversion and moral renovation still 
advanced. In every city off the vast 
Roman empire, it was opposed by the civil 
magistracy, the priesthood, the various 
philosophic sects, and the superstitious and 
vicious habits of the multitude ; but Chris- 
tianity, by its inherent strength, and th 



184 Thoughts on the Essence of 

protection of its Author, and by the zeal 
and holy lives of its advocates and con- 
verts, unaided by any earthly advantage, 
continued to prevail down to the time of 
Constantine, who took it under his patron- 
age, and adopted the Cross as his badge 
and pledge of victory in all his schemes of 
empire. 

3. Such a moral revolution never occurred 
by any other means. There had b^en, in 
various ages and countries, not a few men 
who rose far above their contemporaries in 
wisdom and virtue, and who had thought 
deeply on God and His worship, on morals 
and their foundation, on man and his 
immortality and accountableness, and felt 
that there was surely something better 
worth living for and practising than the 
prevalent objects and conduct: But if they 
really longed for the thorough amelioration 
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and purifying of the society amidst which 
they lived, and made any earnest effort for 
it, they were deplorably unsuccessful. His- 
tory makes no mention of any salutary 
effect of their endeavours. The most illus- 
trious of these distinguished men was 
Socrates, who, for the excellence of his 
moral maxims and his personal virtue, and 
his injust death, has by some been com- 
pared to Christ. But, however revered by 
his pupils, Plato and Xenophon, and how- 
ever interesting the account left by them 
of his character and sayings, his influence 
may be said to have died with him. He 
left no system of truth for the enlightening 
of the world, formed no society to per- 
petuate his name, and to exemplify and 
spread his principles. On the other hand, 
Christ was in close contact with the multi- 
tude from the beginning of His brief minis- 
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try, and, after inspiring love and admiration 
in many bosoms while living, became on 
His death, and as the consequence of His 
death, loved and adored by successive 
niillions, and founded a Church which will 
cherish His name and practise His religion 
to the end of time. So unexampled and 
fUnique is the effect of the simple preaching 
of Christ Crucified, as " the propitiation for 
the sins of the world." tor a period of 
four thousand years, human wisdom and 
power had been allowed free scope to do 
their best for the world's renovation, but 
all in vain ; and this brought on that " ful- 
ness of time,** when " Christ, the power of 
God, and the wisdom of God,**^ was sent to 
accomplish that to which all other means 
had proved inadequate. 
4. But no religion, not even a Celestial 

> I Cor. i. 24. 
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one, can continue in undecaying prosperity, 
against the unfaithfulness of its own pro- 
fessed adherents. It was distinctly fore- 
told^ that a season of declension and 
apostasy should befal the religion of the 
Cross. The pure and life-giving faith of 
the Son of God was to suffer damage from 
the corruption and bad passions of human 
nature, and to give another sad proof of 
the fatal tendency of that nature, unre- 
strained and unmollified, to injure and 
defile whatever it touches. Before the 
time of Constantine, there had been, in 
many instances, a departure from the dis- 
interested zeal and unfeigned piety exempli- 
fied by the apostles and their converts- 
Pastors had become self-seeking and am- 
bitious of pre-eminence, and their flocks 
became infected with the spirit of worldliness 

* Acts XX. 28-30 ; 2 Thess. ii. 3-12 ; 2 Tim. iii. 1-5. 
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and partizanship. But, when Constantine 
adopted and established Christianity^ and 
gave to its ministry an organization and 
emoluments resembling those of the civil 
orders of his Empire, these evils were aggra- 
vated, and many aspired to the sacred office, 
and still more assumed the profession of 
Christianity, from unhallowed motives. 
Hence there gradually sprang up the 
Papal system and the aggressions of 
Mahometanism. But I must not dilate on 
either of these. Space permits me to say 
no more of the former than that nothing 
could be more hostile than its assumptions 
to the humility, meekness, and spiritual 
life of Christianity, — and of the latter than 
that its conquests were made by the power 
of the sword, and that its extinction of so 
many Christian churches — so called — was 
a deserved retribution from the Author of 
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Christianity, who could no longer bear the 
errors and pollutions into which they had 
fallen. " Remember from whence thou art 
fallen, and repent, and do the first works ; 
or else I will come unto thee quickly, and 
will remove thy candlestick out of its 
place.",^ 

5. At length, however, after centuries of 
decay and perversion, a time of revival 
came to Christianity, and from a quarter 
and by a hand little suspected. All its 
vital and renovating forces were lodged in 
the simple docrine of Christ's one sacrifice, 
and of immediate salvation to every one 
believing in it. LUTHER arose in the 
heart of Germany, having found his way 
to the saving virtue of this truth through 
formidable obstacles, and by his bold and 
fervent utterance of it confuted all the 

* Rev. ii. 5. 
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pretensions of sacramental efficacy, priestly 
ministrations, intercession of saints, and 
other delusions of Popery. Thousands 
heard the utterance, and were astonished 
at its simplicity ; yet, embracing it in faith, 
they found it "the power of God unto 
salvation."^ It gave them free access to 
God for the forgiveness and cure of sin, 
and they rejoiced. The utterance passed 
to other countries, and was heard and re- 
peated in France, Holland, England, Scot- 
land, Denmark, and Sweden ; and all who 
heard and cherished it were known by their 
deliverance from the oppression of guilt, 
and their practice of righteousness. It had 
been heard long before in England from 
the protesting voice of Wykliffe, whose 
words penetrated as far as Bohemia, and 
gave rise to the testimony of John Huss 

* Rom. i. 1 6. 
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and Jerome of Prague; but in England the 
time was not ripe for its being duly listened 
to and pondered, though there also it had 
its martyrs. But now it went forth east 
and west, north and south, and multitudes 
laid it to heart, and found the freedom and 
joy of Gospel life and peace. Thus was 
the Papacy stripped of some of its richest 
tributaries, and its throne shaken to its 
foundations. 

6. Again there was a lull in tlie life- 
giving power of Chrisfs Gospel, both in 
England and on the Continent : — ^not be- 
cause its own vitality was waxing feebler, 
or that the one sacrifice of Christ had lost 
the slightest degree of its efficacy, but 
because their vitality and efficacy had 
ceased to be so earnestly insisted upon. 
In England, not only the clergy of the 
established Church, but even the Noncon- 
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formist ministers, had become most blam- 
ably negligent of the two fundamental 
truths of redemption through the blood, 
and regeneration by the Spirit, of Christ ; 
and the consequence was that, in the early 
part of the eighteenth century, the lower 
orders of the population were steeped in 
ignorance and ungodliness, and the higher 
were largely infected with scepticism and 
licentiousness. But this was not allowed 
to be of long duration. The Lord Jesus 
Christ had prepared His instruments, and 
Whit efi eld and the brothers Wesley, im- 
pelled by the love and zeal which He had 
kindled in their breasts, went forth through 
the length and breadth of the land, and 
preached the faith which had quickened 
their own souls into spiritual life and happi- 
ness. They did this at the peril of their 
lives; but great was their reward. Tens 
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of thousands listened to them wherever 
they went,^and a glorious multitude be- 
lieved, repented, and were saved. The 
blessed effects of that revival of true re- 
ligion survive to the present hour, just 
because the truths which, under the Divine 
Spirit, created it, have been kept before 
the public mind. Nor have we any record 
of a similar movement having been accom- 
plished, whether in our own or any other 
country, save by the inculcation of the 
same truths. — And it belongs to the pre- 
sent portion of my subject to observe that, 
about the middle of the seventeenth cen- 
tury, the Pilgrim Fathers, for the conser- 
vation of those precious truths, and for se- 
curing to themselves and their descendants 
their freest use and unrestricted benefits, 
left our shores in troublous times for the 

wilds of North America, and there founded 

13 
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a magnificent empire, in which the worth 
and efficacy of these truths have been 
signally displayed. Dangerous elements, 
it must be confessed, are at work in it, 
owing to the vast influx of persons of very 
questionable principles and conduct from 
every part of Europe; but the presence 
and operation of these truths will ensure 
its safety, 

7. In further proof of the exclusive fit- 
ness of those truths, which give prominent 
and commanding exhibition of Christ's 
atonement, to rouse the consciences and 
hearts of men, and to reform and purify 
their lives, I may refer to the efforts re- 
cently made for the conversion of the 
heathen. Those efforts were the prolonged 
effect of the powerful revival of the eight- 
eenth century, and nothing was more 
hopefully characterestic of the opening of 
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the nineteenth century than the formation 
of so ^any Missionary Societies for con- 
veying the blessings of Christianity to 
nations still destitute of them. Their 
agents, full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, 
have gone forth to the four quarters of the 
globe, and, whether we look at the success 
which has crowned their labours, or at the 
simplicity and genuineness of their love 
to one another, by whatever section of the 
Church they have been sent, we have seen 
nothing so like the triumphs and the 
brotherly love which marked the apostolic 
age. The most diverse of human com- 
munities have felt and acknowledged their 
power. The civilized of China and India, 
the savages of the South Seas, the natives 
of Madagascar, the Kaffres and Hottentots 
and Negroes of South and West Africa, 
the slaves of the West Indies, the inhab^* 
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tants of Labrador, Greenland, and Siberia, 
have alike yielded testimony to the en- 
lightening and transforming power of their 
teachings and godly example. But never 
were such effects produced by any other 
agency. Nay, never were such effects so 
much as attempted or conceived by others. 
They lay beyond the sphere of either their 
hopes or their contemplations. 

We are authorized to conclude, therefore, 
that the atonement of Jesus Christ, the 
grand theme of His Gospel, and the life, 
efficacy, and glory of its ministrations, is 
the sole hope for the world's regeneration 
and blessedness, and has been expressly 
designed for this purpose. And all pro- 
phecy favours this conclusion. It paints 
the world's future in glowing colours, but 
depicts that future as achieved only by the 
mediatorial work of Christ. " Behold my 



Christ ' s Atonement. 197 

Servant, whom I uphold ; mine Elect, in 
whom my soul delighteth ; I have put my 
Spirit upon Him : He shall bring forth 
judgment unto the Gentiles. He shall not 
cry, nor lift up, nor cause His voice to be 
heard in- the street. A bruised reed shall 
He not break, and the smoking flax shall 
He not quench : He shall bring forth judg- 
ment unto truth. He shall not fail nor 
be discouraged, till He have set judgment 
in the earth, and the isles shall wait for 
His law."^ So steadfastly, calmly, and 
victoriously shall the Author of the atone- 
ment proceed to His final triumph. In a 
word, the atonement is the most Divine 
and profound conception, the grandest and 
most signal event, the most sublime and 
momentous transaction in its extended 
and endlessly-ramifying consequences, ever 

* Is. xlii. 1-4. 
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enacted on the theatre of this or pf any 
other world, and, therefore, the source of 
light, heat, and power to all measures for 
bringing back this lapsed world to the 
knowledge and love of God. 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE OBLIGATIONS OF THE FOLLOWERS OF 
CHRIST TO EXEMPLIFY THE EFFICACY 
OF HIS ATONEMENT, AND TO SPREAD 
THE KNOWLEDGE OF IT. 

TTOW strong and significant are the 
appeals made to the followers of 
Christ in the Scriptures ! "Ye are bought 
with a price : therefore glorify God in your 
body, and in your spirit, which are God's." ^ 
— " Ye were not redeemed with corruptible 
things, as silver and gold, but with the 
precious blood of Christ."^ — "Ye are a cho- 
sen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a peculiar people, that ye should 

' I Cor. vi. 20. * I Pet. i. i8, 19. 
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shew forth the praises of Him who hath 
called you out of darkness into His rtiar- 
vellous light." ^ — " I beseech you, brethren, 
by the mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 

« 

unto God."' — " And the very God of peace 
sanctify you wholly ; and your whole spirit, 
and soul, and body be preserved blameless 
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ."' 
Such language clearly indicates the costli- 
ness of Christ's atonement, and the obli- 
gations of His followers to honour it 
They have a twofold duty in reference 
to it \— first, to exemplify its efficacy ; and, 
secondly to spread the knowledge of it. ' 

I. 

In exemplifying its efficacy — that is, its 
moral and transforming power in them- 

* I Pet. ii. 9. * Rom. xii. I. • i Thess. v. 23. 
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selves-7-they are to manifest the peace 
which it has procured for them, — the peace 
of conscience, the settled tranquillity of 
mind and cheerfulness of heart, which flow 
from the assurance of pardon through faith 
in His blood. "Being justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ,"^ who "came and preached 
peace to them that were afar off, and to 
them that were nigh."^ It was His bequest 
to His disciples ere He took leave of them 
for the Cross on which He was to ratify 
it : " Peace I leave with you,"* It was His 
assurance when he met them after His 
resurrection : " Peace be unto you."* " It 
is the peace of God which passeth all un- 
derstanding,"* when He pours into the 
penitent and believing soul a sense of His 

* Rom. V. I. • Eph. ii. 17. " John xiv. 27.' 

* John XX. 19. * Phill. iv. 7. 
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forgiving and accepting love. And this 
fruit of Chrisf s atonement is to be made 
evident in the calmness and serenity of 
soul which His followers derive from it. 

Next, they are to exemplify it in their 
personal holiness, " He gave Himself for 
their sins, that He might deliver them 
from the present evil world," ^ — its corrupt 
principles, its carnal spirit, and its all-per- 
vading impurities. They are to be "re- 
newed in the spirit of their mind " and to 
" put on the new man, which after God is 
created in righteou Aess and true holiness." ^ 
The atonement of Christ is irreconcilably 
alien from the indulgence of sin. It re- 
quires its utter extinction: and, • therefore, 
they who confide and rejoice in it must be 
Sfolicitous to "stand perfect and complete 
in all the will of God."^ Holiness of affec- 

' Gal. L 4. * Eph. iv. 23, 24. ■ Col. iv. 12. 
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tion, holiness of motive, holiness of purpose, 
holiness of word and act is to be the beauty 
which is to adorn them in the sight of their 
Redeemer, and by which they are to prove 
that "the blood of sprinkling" has been 
effectually applied to their whole nature. 

YurtheXytheir grateful devotedness to Christ 
in all the secular occupations of life is to 
attest the same. It is sometimes con- 
venient thus to distinguish ordinary occu- 
pations from those which are designedly 
and positively sacred ; but to the genuine 
Christian there is nothing secular^ inasmuch 
as he esteems it his privilege to do every- 
thing as " to the Lord." His ear and heart 
are open to the injunction, " Whatsoever ye 
do, do all to the glory of God." ^ Hence, 
while "not slothful in business," he is 
" fervent in spirit, serving the Lord ; " and 

> I Cor. X. 31. 
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this preserves the cares and toils of busi- 
ness, even when prolonged and heavy, from 
injuring the sensitiveness and delicacy of 
his spiritual affections. He carries into all 
his transactions the rectitude, truthfulness, 
and purity which shrink from whatever 
would tarnish his profession of devotedness 
to his Saviour and Lord. And this is what 
the atonement of Christ requires of all His 
followers ; not as a hard and exacting ser- 
vice, but as the willing tribute of souls fired 
with love and gratitude to their self-sacrific- 
ing Benefjactor, . and translated into a new 
life which renders such homage their chosen 
and joyous path; 

Moreover, the same motive is to impel 
them to esteem all talents and possessions as 
having t\iQ\t proper use only in consecration 
to His service. Whatever their mental 
endowments, their culture, their property, 
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*' Holiness to the Lord " ^ is to be written 
on them all. These things were His gift, 
and always had a solemn responsibility 
attached to them ; when He redeemed their 
possessors, He redeemed with them all 
that they had alienated from Him, and so 
corrected all their misapprehensions of 
what was theirs and His as to convince 
them that it is false and perilous for the 
creature to reckon anything as really his 
own, and that no possession is ever seeti 
in its true light and glory till held in trust 
for its Divine Bestower. " What hast thou 
that thou didst not receive ? Now, if thou 
didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if 
thou hadst not received it ? " ^ 

Another mode in which they are to 
evince the sanctifying and ennobling power 
of the one only availing sacrifice for sin, 

* Zech. xiv. 20, * i Cor. iv. 7. 
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is their love to one another for their Saviour's 
sake. Reconciled to the same God, chil- 
dren of the same Father, partakers of the 
same inheritance, and all this in virtue of 
the same atonement, they feel that they 
are "one in Christ," and that the blood 
which makes them one in Him should 
bind them affectionately to one another. 
Their " faith in Christ Jesus and their love 
to all the saints " ^ are inseparably linked 
together. They have been taught to regard 
all mankind, even the most degraded, as 
brethren ; but in their fellow-disciples they 
see a moral charm and attractiveness which 
claims from 'them a special love. 

And, finally, they should honour the 
Author of their redemption by their desire 
and resolution to realize His ideal of what 
His followers should be. The mind which 

» Col. i. 4. 
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was in Him is to be in them.^ They are 
"to walk as He walked." They are to 
" forget the things which are behind, and 
to reach forth unto those things which are 
before," " till they all come in the unity of 
the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ."^ Oh, my brethren, is it not an 
affecting thought that, whatever may have 
have been the attainments of here and 
there an individual, Christ has never yet 
had the joy of seeing a community, even 
the smallest, on whom His image was so 
distinctly stamped as these words imply ? 
And shall not we, in this late hour of the 
nineteenth century, loyally and gratefully 
endeavour to yield Him this joy? In 
serenity of soul, in purity of heart, in holy 

> Phill. ii. 5. "" PhiU. iii. 13 ; Eph. iv. 13. 

14 
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and blameless discharge of the diversified 
business of life, in esteeming all that we are 
and possess as having their rightful devote- 
ment only in consecration to His service, 
and in cherishing unaffected love to one 
another for His sake, shall we not show that 
His sacrifice on our behalf was not offered 
in vain ? How shall " not the . blood of 
Jesus Christ, who through the eternal 
Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, 
purge our consciences from dead works to 
serve the living God ? " ^ 

n 

II. 

As to the obligation of the followers of 
Christ to spread the knowledge of His 
atonement, they should apply themselves 
to seriotis and devout consideration of it in 
the light of Scripture. In the Inspired 

' Heb. ix. 14. 
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pages, whether of prophets, or evangelists, 
or apostles, it is clearly inscribed that 
Christ^s atonement is for the world, and 
that He has charged His Church with the 
sacred and indefeasible duty of making it 
known to the world in its alUextensive and 
merciful intent, and in all its meritorious- 
ness and efficacyl Searching and medita- 
ting on those pages. His Church cannot 
doubt that such is their enjoined office. 
To repeat evidence of this is superfluous. 

Then there should follow earnest contem- 
plation of it in all its comprehensiveness 
and grandeur. What a theme ! — ^the most 
hallowed and' sublime ever conceived by 
man or angel. To understand and ap- 
preciate it is to be elevated into a higher 
region of thought and benevolence. And 
though the undertaking is difficult, and 
not free from peril, and, at best, wilL 
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certainly task the utmost wisdom, zeal, 
and endurance of those engaged in it, they 
are encouraged to rely on all the resources 
of grace and power possessed by Him in 
whose name they address themselves to it. 
Having earnestly contemplated and 
pondered it, they must have glowing 
sympathy with all its objects. This can 
scarcely be wanting. They who have felt 
the quickening and elevating power of 
Christ's atonement, on their own fallen 
nature, and who have learnt to feel com- 
passion for the spiritual maladies and 
destitution of others, will cordially hail an 
enterprise breathing the benevolence of the 
Son of God. To shed the light of saving 
truth on the minds of the most ignorant, 
to arouse the most callous and savage to 
the power of conscience and deep moral 
feeling, to beget a sense of guilt and 
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spiritual want in the most apathetic and 
unreflecting, to convince even the most 
civilized and erudite that there is a 
precious and indispensable knowledge to 
which they have not yet attained, and to 
unfold to all the imperishable blessings of 
the Gospel of Christ, and the wonderful 
efficacy of His atoning sacrifice for their 
salvation, will be sure to command the 
deepest sympathy of those who have 
themselves been quickened into the con- 
sciousness of spiritual life from the same 
Divine source. 

And this should excite habitual prayer ^ 
the deep yearning and aspiration of the 
heart, for the progress and ultimate results 
of this matchless enterprise. Of its 
Author it is said in prophecy, "Prayer 
shall be made for Him continually :"^ that 

> Ps. Ixxii. 15. 
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is, for the coming, growth, and gloiy of 
His kingdom in which He shall reign as 
the Healer and Corrector of all the evils 
and wrongs which had desolated our world. 
And when He at length appeared, He 
taught His disciples to pray, "Thy king- 
dom come. Thy will be done in earth, 
as it is in heaven." And by the lips of 
His most eminent apostle, this exhortation 
was delivered to the Church for all $uc- 
ceeding times, " Brethren, pray for us, that 
the word of the Lord may have free course 
and be glorified." ^ And blessed are they 
who faint not in the observance of it. 

And this should be followed with liberal 
devotement of property in aid of the bene- 
ficent work. And they who have already 
felt that wealtihi is most appropriately and 
worthily employed, when consecrated to 

' 2 Tfaess. iii. i. 
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the service of Hiih who bestowed it, will 
be in readiness for such liberality. He has 
said, "Freely ye have received; freely 
give." ^ The wealth 6f His people is to be 
redeemed from worldliness and self-indul- 
gence to the benign and glorious purpose 
of the world's salvation. They are to 
show to all observers how sincerely they 
believe that their real treasures are in 
heaven, and that no disposal of property 
is so gainful and blessed as the expending 
of it in the service of their Lord, and in 
pity for the souls of their benighted 
human brethren. 

But some of them must yield their per- 
sonal service to this work. Not a few 
should say, " Here am I ; send me." ^ And 
these should be the holiest, wisest, arid 
ablest. It is a work which requires, as 

» Matt. X. 8. * Is. vi. 8. 
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well as deserves, the purest and most 
ardent zeal, the most varied gifts, the 
highest culture, the most consummate pru- 
dence, the most unwearying industry and 
capacity of exertion. To ask of God such 
accomplishments, and to discern them 
where bestowed, should be the Church's 
unceasing care. Rich the grace bestowed 
on those who go forth thus qualified ! 
They are the select treasure of the Church, 
and Christ's choicest instruments for bring- 
ing all the nations of the world under His 
redeeming sway. 

There should htjoy and thanksgiving for 
whatever may seem propitious for this 
work. Every contribution to it, whether 
in sanctified and gifted souls or in money, 
every removal of obstructions to the prose- 
cution of it, every indication of the soften- 
ing of resolute and long-persevering resist- 
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ance to it on the part of any of the heathen, 
every item of intelligence that any of them 
have been converted, and are rejoicing in 
their liberation from the superstitions and 
impieties in which they had long been held, 
are to be gratefully owned by the whole 
Church. 

And to these must be added unconquer- 
able faith in the final and fullest accom- 
plishment of this most Christ-like of all 
human undertakings. This result has been 
decreed by infallible Truth and Mercy. 
•'The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do 
this." ^ " Surely as I have thought, so shall 
it come to pass ; and as I have purposed, 
so shall it stand.'' ^ "I will give the 
heathen for Thine inheritance, and the 
uttermost parts of the earth for Thy pos- 
session."* It is not fanaticism, therefore, 

* Is. ix. 7. * Is. xiv. 24. ■ Ps. ii. 8. 
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but just confidence in "God who. cannot 
lie/'^ and whose resolves cannot possibly 
be defeated, which encourages the'<Jhurch 
to expect, amidst all hindrances and seem- 
ing delays, the submission of all tribes and 
nations to the sceptre of the Crucified One. 
And in the carrying on of this work 'to 
its bright conclusion, there will be adoring 
praise to the glorious Trinity in Unity. 
The Father who conceived the whole plan 
of human salvation, the Son who at such 
amazing cost executes it, the Holy Spirit 
who takes of the things of Christ and re- 
veals them to the dai^kened and unfriendly 
eyes of men, and g^radually gives us to see 
in them a glory surpassing all other glory, 
have each their part in this most Divine 
of all achievements. We be^nd in lowliest 
worship before this Mystery. No created 

> Titus i. 2. 
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mind can explore it, but its emanations are 
light, and love, and beneficence which shall 
adorn and bless the whole obedient moral 
universe. " To THE ONLY WISE GOD OUR 

Saviour, be glory and majesty, do- 
minion AND POWER, BOTH NOW AND 

EVER. Amen. 
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** Prof. Ueberweg presents a clear, condensed, comprehensive outline of 
'the different systems which have been propounded from the earliest to the 
latest time. We know of no compendium so satisfactory in all respects. It 
may be recommended to students of Philosophy with all confidence as an 
admirable text-book." — Westminster Review. 

" Ueberweg's ' History of Philosophy ' is exactly what English-speaking 
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by which means a distinct j^icture is placed before the mind of the reader. 
It meets at ^nce the wants of the ordinary student and of the independent 
inquirer."— Z&i'j/MA Quarterly Review. 

** It is one of that class of books which the more itv known the more it i« 
valued. The sketches of the various systems and the •|taographies of their 
authors, the very full and valuable lists of authorities and tht careful esti- 
mates of the bearings of the systems upon each other, all help to increase its 
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statdaeats, sjtetematie in its arrangement, eccumte in detail, impartial in 
tone, never dull, and never ^/odAoas.**— Standard, 



